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HEN it is conſidered that the pub- 
lic have often been amuſed and 
trifled with, by unintereſting hiſtories of Voy- 
ages and Shipwrecks, and that the aid of 
fiction has been frequently called in to render 
them at any rate palateable ; it may be neceſ- 
ſary to ſay ſomething previous to the intro- 
duction of the following Sheets. 


Although the iſlands which gave birth to 
ſome of the moſt important ſcenes in this 
Work, were never before viſited by any Eu- 
ropeans, they have been obſerved at a diſ- 
tance by ſhips on their paſſages to and from 
China; and are not wholly unknown to more 
remote nations of the world, a Malay veſſel 
having been loſt on that coaſt previous to the 
wreck of the Antelope. But, however fatal 
and unfriendly the dreadful rocks round the 

Pelew 


vi PRISFACE. 


Pelew iſlands may have proved to navigators, 
it does not appear that any one capable of 
relating his own misfortunes, with ſufficient 
accuracy to claim public attention, ever be- 
fore eſcaped from thence. The taſk, in the pre- 
ſent caſe, was by no means an, eaſy one; but 
the peculiar nature of the ſubject, abounding 
in a richneſs of information, with a novelty, 
and a truth, of adventure, rypelled the heſita- 
tions of diffidence, and forwarded the end of 


my deſign. 


Should it be aſked, why the Narrative was 
ſo long with-held, I have to anſwer, that it 
was not my original intention ever to make 
it public. The great entertainment which my 
friends uſed to derive from my converſation 
on the ſubject of the wreck, and the uncom- 
mon circumſtances that enſued, firſt inſpired 
me with an idea of putting it into regular 
form ; and as I was unaccuſtomed to ſuch a 
talk, the difficulties I met with, and other 
concerns in which I was unavoidably engaged, 
prolonged its completion to this diſtant period. 
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As one indubitable proof of the authenticity 
of this hiſtory, I have here ſubjoined a lift 
of the crew on board the Antelope when the 
accident happened; many of whom are now 
alive, and can and will vouch to the reality 
of every circumſtance ; particularly Captain 
Wilſon, a gentleman high in the eſtimation 
of all that have the pleaſure of his acquaint- 
ance, who has ſince been a voyage to the 
Eaſt Indies, and is now in England. 


NAMES of the OFFICERS and MEN 
belonging to the Ax T ELO E. 


H. Wilſon, Eſq. Commander. 
Philip Benger, Chiet Mate. 
Peter Barker, Second Mate. 
John Cummin, Third Mate. 
John Sharp, Surgeon. 
A. W. Devis, Paſſenger, who had a Taſte for 
Drawing. : 
John Blanch, Gunner. 
William Harvey, Boatſwain. 
John Polkinghorn, Carpenter. 
John Meale, Cooper and Steward. 
Richard Jenkins, Carpenter's Mate. 
James Switt, Cook. 
Richard 


1 
Richard Sharp, Midſhipman. 


Henry Wilſon, jun. Captain's Son. 
John Wedgebrough, Midſhipmen; and Appren- 


Robert White, tices from Chriſt's Hoſpital. 


Albert Pierſon, Quarter Maſter. 
Godfry Minks, Deputy Quarter Maſter. 
Thomas Dulton, Captain's Steward. * 


SEAMEN. 


John Cooper. 

William Roberts. 

James Duncan. 

Matthias Wilſon, Brother to the Captain. 

Nicholas Tyacke. 

James Bluitt. 

Thomas Willſon. 

William Stewart. 

Madan Blanchard, who deſerted his ei, 
chuſing to remain with the naked but hoſpitable 
Natives of Pelew. 

Thomas Whitefield. 

William Cobbledick. 

Zachariah Allen. 

Thomas Caſtles. 2 JY 61 

Dedrick Windler. 

Thomas Roſe, Linguiſt, a Native of Bengal, 
calling himſelf a Portugueſe. 
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THE 


SHIPWRECEK 


OF THR. 


Antelope Eaſt - India Packet, &c. 


— . — 


E ſailed from Macoa * on Sunday the 
20th July 1783, having our ſhip's com- 
pany augmented by ſixteen Chineſe men, part of 
whoſe wages our captain paid in advance as 
uſual. After we had got a good way from land, 
our pilot returned : early on Monday morning 
the ſea ran very high, which compelled us to 
lay to, in order to ſecure our live- ſtock, an- 
chors, cables, &c. This being-done, we again 
ſet ſail, and about noon found ourſelves in lat. 
21 degrees 28 minutes N. at which quarter we 
could juſt diſcern land, being diſtant probably 
about eleven leagues, 


* Macoa, a city of Aſia, in the kingdom of China. Long. 
141. 30. Lat. 23. 00. 
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The laſhings of the booms broke in the af- 
ternoon, and fell to leeward : this obliged us to 
keep the ſhip before the wind till we could re- 
place them, when we again purſued our courſe, 
Terrible lightning came on in the evening from 
the ſouth; and expecting it to blow from that 
quarter, we cloſc-xeefed our top-ſails. 


Tueſday, though the weather was moderate, 
we had a great ſea from the eaſt ; inſomuch 
that we were obliged to pump the ſhip every 
two hours. Mr. Harvey, the boatſwain, and 
Mr. Polkinghorn, the carpenter, were both taken 
ill in the night; but on Thurſday they reco- 
vered ſufficiently to ſecure the ports, and pre- 
pare the ſhip for the bad weather we had every 
reaſon to expect. 


On Friday our ſituation was far from being 
bettered; for we were now aflailed with thun- 
der, lightning, and heavy rain: the ſhip was 
almoſt overflowed with water, and we all found 
ourſelves diſagreeably wet, independent of the 
horrors of the contending elements. We diſ- 
covered the Baſhee Iflands in the afternoon ; 
and next day, bearing before the wind, we failed 
round the northernmoſt of them, but could not 


diſcern any inhabitants. Early this afternoon the 
| fore- 


1 


foretop- maſt was obſerved to be ſprung ; in con- 
ſequence of which we took in the ſails, and got 
down the topgallant- maſt; but the roughneſs of 
the weather prevented our proceeding to the 
top-maſt till the morning; which happily turn- 
ing out fair, every one arduouſly laboured to 
get up a new foretop- maſt, and to dry the veſſel. 
Much of our live- ſtock having periſhed during 
the tempeſt, we did not forget to attend to the 
remainder. Such like regulations were purſued 
the beſt part of next day, the weather continuing 
favourable; during which time, our captain gave 
the officers their inſtructions for the proſecution 
of the voyage. The evening, however, cloſed 
with a very heavy rain, with frequent change of 
winds. 


We continued nearly in this ſtate till the iſt 
of Auguſt; and in the evening Capt. Wilſon 
ordered ſome of the Chineſe men to row for an 
hour or two in the jolly-boat, that they might 
not be unacquainted with the uſe of oars in a 
time of neceſſity. The wind being favourable 
next day, all hands were again directed to clear 


and clean the ſhip, and ſet up the rigging : in 


the afternoon the longitude was taken, by which 
we found ourſelves 126 degrees and a half eaſt 
of Greenwich, 


B 2 ; The 
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The following day being Sunday, and the morn- 
ing proving fair, divine ſervice was performed 
on deck: this ceremony was never omitted, 
except when prevented by tempeſts. 


Monday we met with freſh gales of wind, 
ſqually weather, and heavy rain; which continued 
till near the evening of next day; when we 
ſaw great quantities of fiſh and birds, and 
ſome drifts of pieces of wood or bamboo: in 
conſequence, we ſteered more to the ſouthward, 
and went under an eaſy fail till morning. This 
day proving very tempeſtuous, we brought to, 
and handed our top-ſails, which before were 
cloſe reeft : we could ſhew but little ſail, as 
we were under a neceſſity of laying to under the 
ſtorm ſtay-ſails. It continued to blow a ſtorm 
till near noon on Auguſt 7; when happily abat- 
ing, and the clouds diſperſing, we found our- 
ſelves in latitude 10 degrees 16 minutes N. The 
next morning we cleared between the decks, 
and fumigated the ſhip with gunpowder, 


. All our cattle periſhed in this ſtorm, except- 


ing one bullock : a ſhe-goat, having kidded in 
the ſtorm, died with her young. Saturday the 
gth, the weather proved ſo exceedingly fine, 
that we were enabled to open our ports to air 

| and 


* 
# 
LE 
% 
\ 
1 
4 
| . 
* 
=> of 
LY 
5 


RARE 


* 
75 
* 

Y 
4 
2 
I 


E 


and dry the veſſel thoroughly, and to examine 
our ſtores, proviſions, &c. 


We now fondly flattered ourſelves that every 
difficulty had vaniſhed, and that the farther 
proſecution of our voyage would recompenſe 
us for the dangers and troubles of the paſt. 
But the uncertainty of human expectations, was 
unhappily evinced in the diſtreſſing incidents, 
which, after this, fell to our ſhare, 


CITAP. 
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CiH AP. II 


UNDAY: the roth of Auguſt, the wind have 
ing freſhened after midnight, the ſky ſoon 
aſſumed the appearance of one continued black 
cloud ; to which ſucceeded dreadful lightning, 
loud thunder, and heavy rain. Mr. Benger, the 
chief mate, being on watch on deck, lowered 
the top-ſails, and was about to reef them with 
the others on watch; not thinking it, as yet, 
neceſſary to call Capt, Wilſon, who had retired 
about twelve o'clock. While the ſails were reef- 
ing, the look-out man cried — Breakers! - and 
in leſs than a minute every ſoul on board was 
alarmed at the ſtriking of the ſhip on a rock. 
The fear and conſternation this event univerſally 
infuſed, is beyond deſcription : horror ſat de- 
picted in every countenance. The captain, with 
all who were in bed, at the dreadtul alarm, 
jumped on deck in an inſtant, anxious yet fearful 
to know what had given the ſhip ſo dreadful a 
ſhock. Nor was it long before every one was con- 
vinced of his deplorable fituation ; for the breakers 
alongſide, through which the rocks appeared, ma- 
nifeſted the imminence of our danger. 


The 


re - 
1 — 3 e — - 
£- 2 => 2 


= N 1 
a 2 5 
—__ 
1 * 4 . a, Y - =. - 
v EL "Y n 2 2 


war 


N. 


= EN. a 1 IM) p 3 
F OO TEE. * Lo - 
n 


1 
* * 
— Ae 


* 
— 
» 

« 
_ 


* 
Je A 2 % 
* n « = 3 : g 6 2 ” * * < av 
A - P * 4 9. Cay a 5 
r et CoA e 5 — 


ö 33 _ 


1 


The veſſel took a heel, and in little more than 
half an hour was filled with water to the lower 
deck hatchways. 


In this tremendous moment we all ſurrounded 
the captain, entreating him but to give whatever 
orders he thought might tend to preſerve us, 
and they ſhould be inſtantly obeyed: and he in 
conſequence directed that the bread, and what- 
ever elſe of proviſion would ſpoil with wet, 
ſhould be brought on deck, and covered from 
the rain; alſo to ſecure the gunpowder, am- 
munition, and ſmall arms. Thoſe who were 
not employed in this ſervice, were ordered to 
cut away the mizen-maſt, the main and fore- 
top-maſt, and to lower the yards, with a view 
to prevent the ſhip from overſetting, of which 
there was great hazard. 


After this had been executed, the boats were 
ordered out, and filled with water and provi- 
fion, ſome compaſſes, ſmall arms, and ammuni- 
tion : two men were placed in each, to keep the 
boats under the lee of the ſhip, and to prevent 
their being ſtaved; with orders to be in readi- 
neſs to receive the crew in caſe the ſhip ſhould 
go to pieces through the violence of the wind, 
and the impetuoſity of the waves, which then 

ran 
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ran very high. It is needleſs for me to inſiſt 
on the readineſs with which every thing was 
managed, as life and death alternately actuated 
us with hopes and with fears. The quarter- 
deck lying higheſt out of the water, thoſe boards 
afforded ſome ſmall ſhelter from the fea- and 
rain; and here we all crouded. The captain, 
contemplating a few moments within himſelf, 
addrefled us in a language of animation: he ob- 
ſerved, that this was a misfortune attendant on 
the life of a mariner, and that it was fruitleſs, 
as well as ridiculous, to deſpair, till every means 
of hope was entirely cut off. But he could not, 
nevertheleſs, help owning, that the preſent was 
a ſingular calamity, as it happened in an un- 
known and unfrequented ſea. Still this was 
not an argument for deſpondency; but, philoſo- 
phically conſidered, for greater ſpirits and greater 
exertions. Unanimity was another object which 
he forcibly recommended, as from the want of 
it, diſtreſſes had frequently been aggravated: 
and as drinking had often contributed to pro- 
duce diſcord, he laid a ſtrong injunction on the 
uſe of ſpiritous liquors. We all readily con- 


ſented to this trifling ſacrifice; and though wet 


and highly fatigued with exceſſive exertions, the 
crew confented to limit their refreſhment to a 
glaſs or two of wine, and ſome biſcuit. 
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In this fituation we ardently waited the return 
of day, in hope of deſcrying land, for yet we 
had not poſitively ſeen any. Indeed, the third 
mate, and one of the quarter-maſters, thought 
they ſaw the appearance of land, during the mo- 
mentary reflection of a dreadful flaſh of light- 
ning; but this was an idea too remote to pro- 
duce much comfort. The captain's prudent con- 
duct was followed by every one; for each en- 
deavoured to flatter and conſole his fellow-ſut- 
ferer : and it was thought adviſeable that every 
perſon ſhould cloath himſelf, in order to be ready 
to leave the veſſel without delay, ſhould there 
prove ſuch a neceſſity. Good order and regu- 
larity continued to prevail, when the dawn of 
day preſented to our eyes, about three or four 
leagues diſtant, a ſmall iſland to the ſouthward; 
and, ſhortly after, ſome others were obſerved to 
the eaſtward. Suppoſing it in our power to reach 
the ſhore, which it was, we were now terrified, 
leſt we ſhould find the inhabitants ferocious and 
cruel. The experiment, however, muſt be made; 
and therefore, after manning the boats, and load- 
ing them as advantageouſly as poſſible, they left, 
the ſhip under the direction of the chief mate. 
When the boats were gone, the remainder of the 
crew were buſied in getting the booms over- 


board to make a raft, in order to ſecure them- 
C ſelves ; 
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ſelves; the Antelope being hourly expected to be 
deſtroyed. This employment was confidered the 
more gloomy, from an apprehenſion for the ſafety 
of the boats, they having now been gone a conſider- 
able time; and, beſides the danger of meeting with 
ſavage natives, the weather was exceedingly 
bad. In the afternoon, however, we felt incon- 
ceivable ſatisfaction on obſerving the boats mak- 
ing towards us; and about four o'clock they 
ſafely reached the ſhip. Not meeting with any 
inhabitants, they left the ſtores and five men on 
ſhore, having happily found a ſecure harbour 
pretty well ſheltered from the inclemency of the 
weather, as alſo ſome freſh water. This pleaſing 
intelligence enabled us to complete the raft in a 
ſhort time—after which we took another refreſh- 
ment of wine and bread, being fully determined 
to adhere to our original determination, not to 
drink any ſpirits; more perhaps out of a pro- 
found reſpect for the commands of our captain, 
than from a conviction that a ſmall quantity 
could have produced any bad conſequences, 


I had almoſt forgot to mention, that in the ex- 
ertions of the morning, one of the crew fell 
overboard, and was unfortunately drowned, not- 


withſtanding immediate aſſiſtance was given. It 
was 


1 En 


was ſuppofed that he met his fate by overloading 
himſelf with too much cloaths. 
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The raft was now loaded with as much pro- 
viſion and ſtores as it could conveniently carry; 
as were the pinnace and jolly-boat. But ſo 
| anxious were the crew to preſerve every thing 
4 that was worth notice, that many of them con- 
tinued bufily employed below, although the reſt 
were ready to depart. The boatſwain therefore 
was obliged to go on deck, and wind his call, 

5 in order to alarm them, that what was already 
8 obtained might be preſerved, as well as to get 
| on ſhore before night. The carpenter, in par- 

; ticular, was ſo anxious to preſerve his tools and 

1 ſtores, that he continued even after the raft and 

4 pinnace were gone; and he had moſt probably 

1 been left behind, had not Capt. Wilſon inſiſted on 
his getting into the jolly-boat. The aſſiſtance he 
might render us in future, was an object that did 
not eſcape our prudent captain's penetration. 


* 
* 


; Quitting the Antelope, in this manner, was ac- 
: companied with the moſt diſtreſſing reflections, 
* for we were ſtill totally ignorant of what might 


befal us. The crew in the pinnace took the raft 
in tow; and the jolly-boat towed the pinnace, 
till they cleared the reef: but being too heavy 

C 2 laden 
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laden to render them further aſſiſtance, thoſe in 
the pinnace caſt looſe their rope, and the jolly- 
boat went alone to the ſhore, which they reached 
about eight o'clock at night, and met the 
five men left there in the morning; who having 
cleared a ſpot of ground, had erected a ſmall 
tent, covered with a fail, for the reception of 
their fellow-ſufferers. Thoſe on the raft, and in 
the pinnace, were dreadfully fituated till they 
had cleared the reef, which was a full half hour: 
they often loſt fight of each other, occaſioned by 
the great ſurf and ſwell of the ſea : thoſe on the 


raft were compelled to tie themſelves to it with 


all their ſtrength, to prevent being waſhed off ; 
and the loud and diſpiriting cries of the Chineſe, 
who ſcarcely ever imagined ſo terrible a ſcene, 
contributed much to the general horror. 


However, having happily cleared the reef, 
and got between it and the iſlands, we found a 


deeper water and a calmer ſea, which of con- 


ſequence ſomewhat diminiſhed our fears: the 
pinnace hoiſted her ſails, and made way; but 
on approaching land, a ſtrong current was per- 
ceived, which driving us to leeward of the place 
where our companions were, the fails were drop- 
ped, and we took to the oars: but the nearer we 
reached ſhore, the ſtronger was the current, which 

| continued 
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continued ſetting us to leeward; and at length 
finding our inability to reſiſt its force, and the 
rowers being exhauſted with fatigue, it was judg- 
ed expedient that the pinnace ſhould take the 
people from off the raft, and bring it to a grap- 
nel during the night. The men from the raft 
double banked the oars of the pinnace, and re- 
lieved the rowers : but ſhe was now ſo crouded, 
that it was with difficulty ſhe was kept above 
water, which here was afterwards known to be 
about ſixteen fathoms; and at any rate they could 
make way but flowly. 


Captain Wilſon, with four of the people, was 
returning in ſearch of us, in the jolly-boat, which 
had been unladen; and it being exceſſively dark, 


- hailed us at a diftance : but, ſomehow or other, 


the halloo was returned in ſo ſhrill a manner, that 
the captain imagined he had fallen in with a party 
of natives, eſpecially as at the ſame time he could 
diſtinguiſh the paddling of oars. This circum- 
ſtance, with ſome other remote ſignals which had 
been obſerved on ſhore of there being inhabitants, 
induced the captain to retreat into the cove with 
much precipitation. But arriving ſcon after in 
the pinnace, every intruding pang was diſſipated, 
and our countenances once more reillumined, on 
beholding ourſelves exempt from the terrors of 
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the deep. We ſhook hands in mutual congratu- 
lation, feeling at the ſame time ſenſations which 
would beggar language to deſcribe, 


We ſupped on part of a cheeſe, ſome biſcuit, 
and water ; and procuring a fire in the cove, we 
proceeded to dry our cloaths, which were very 
wet, and then ſlept alternately on the ground, 
under favour of the covering of the tent. The 
night, however, proved diſagreeable, the wind 
and rain being heavy, which alſo we were afraid 
would deſtroy the ſhip before we could obtain 
further neceſſaries. We had previouſly took our 
boats on ſhore, for fear of their getting into 
other hands. And thus ended a day and night 
full of danger, trouble, and the moſt mortifying 
vexation ; for what we eſteemed comforts, were 
only ſo in proportion to the miſeries which in- 
vironed, and the fate which threatened us. 


On Monday, at the dawn of day, the captain 
ſent both the jolly-boat and pinnace to the raft, 
to endeavour at bringing it up; but not being 
able to effect it, on account of the violence of the 


wind, the boats returned about noon; having, 


however, taken the remainder of the proviſion 
and ſails from the raft. In the afternoon, the 
wind getting more calm, the boats went to the 

wreck, 
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wreck, to get rice and other neceſſaries; of which 
the company now were in need. Not returning 
till ten o'clock at night, thoſe that had been left 
on ſhore were much alarmed for our ſafety, eſ- 
pecially as the evening cloſed with a very heavy 
rain: and on our arrival we had nothing pleafing 
to communicate; on the contrary, the moſt diſ- 
trefling intelligence, for we did not ſuppoſe that 
the ſhip would hold till the morning, the bends 
or wales having already ſtarted out of their 
places. As our hopes had hitherto been flatter- 
ed, that we might get her afloat, and repair her 
ſo as to return to Macoa, or ſome other port of 
China, they were now exquiſitely depreſſed at 
finding ourſelves ſhut out from almoſt the poſ- 
ſibility of a deliverance. The probability of 
hoſtilities from ſome unknown enemy, greatly 
aggravated our reflections; which alternately dart- 
ed from theſe gloomy regions to our own coun- 
try, where each one's tender connections pictured 
ſome paſt domeſtic ſcene, that contributed to 
diſſolve the heart at the recollection, that he was 
perhaps for ever excluded from his native ſo- 
ciety and deareſt connections. 


This night proved much more uncomfortable 
than the former, the weather increafing in vio- 
lence ; but a change of cloaths, which had been 

procured 


1 


procured from the wreck, alleviated our ſuffer- 


ings in ſome degree, as our fleſh was rendered 


exceedingly ſore, from the conſtant friction of one 
dreſs, overcharged with rain and ſea-water. 


On Tueſday, at day-break, almoft all hands 
were employed to dry the proviſions, &c. between 
the ſhowers; for the wind being high, the boats 
could not go out to ſea. The others endeavoured 
to form better tents with the materials which 
had lately been collected. About eight o'clock in 
the morning, the captain with Tom Roſe, went to 
the beach, and employed themſelves in collecting 
water that dropped from the rocks: while they 
were there, the people below gave them a ſignal 
that ſome natives were approaching, in canoes, 


round the point of the bay! This ſpread ſo great 


a conſternation, that they all ran to their arms : 
but as there were only two canoes, the captain 
ordered the people out of fight till further notice. 


They advanced ſlowly towards the ſhore ; but 


when they were got within hearing, Tom Roſe 
ſpoke to them in the Malay tongue, on which 
though they did not ſeem to underſtand him, they 
ſtopped their canoes. Soon after, however, one 
of them ſpoke in the above language, aſking us 
© Who we were—Whether friends or enemies?“ 


Tom immediately anſwered, by the captain's di- 
rection, 
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rection, That we were diſtreſſed Englifhmen, 
who had loſt their ſhip on the reef ; and that we 
were friends.” On this they ſeemed to com- 
mune together, and ſoon after came out of 
their canoes; which Captain Wilſon obſerv- 
ing, he waded into the water to meet them; 
and after embracing them in a friendly manner, 
conducted them to his officers and the others who 
had retired. ff 


Theſe people were only eight in number; and 
two of them, we afterwards found, were the king's 
brothers. They left a guard of one man in each 
canoe; and while paſſing to the cove, frequently 
looked round, fearing leſt their retreat ſhould be 
cut off. With this in yiew alſo, they refuſed to 
be ſeated, keeping cloſe to the beach, the eaſier 
to regain their boats in caſe of emergency. 


It being breakfaſt time, we preſented them with 
ſome tea, and ſweet biſcuits made at China, of 
which a few jars had been preſerved, They con- 
ſented to partake with Capt. Wilſon and a few 
more; the reſt avoiding to croud round, for fear 


of giving them annoyance or doubt. The perſon 


who firſt interrogated from the canoe was a Ma- 
lay, who, befides his own language, ſpoke a 
little Dutch, and a few words of disjointed 
Engliſh, He ſaid that he had commanded 

D a trading 
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10 a trading ſhip belonging to a Chineſe at Ternate; 
| and having been on a commercial voyage to Am- 
{if boyna and Bantam, was caſt away about ten 
months before, on an iſland to the ſouthward ; from 
whence he eſcaped to Pelew, where the king had 
received him kindly ; who, he ſaid, was a good 
man, and his ſubjects courteous and affable. A 4 
canoe, he ſaid, having been out fiſhing, had ſeen © 
i the Antelope's maſt lying down; and that the | 
king, on hearing it, had diſpatched them after 
, the crew at four that morning. 


After a ſtay of about an hour, their apprehen- 
fion ſeemed pretty well vaniſhed: they taſted the 
tea, but gave the biſcuits the preference. They 
expreſſed a defire, that one of us would accom- 
pany them to their king ; to which Capt. Wilſon 
1d aſſented. Moſt of the officers now ſhook hands 
i with theſe natives; who underſtanding from the 
«l Malay that this was the Engliſh method of ſaluta- 
0 tion, they took every man preſent by the hand, 
i and never after forgot this ceremony as often as 
they met any of us. 


f Tom Roſe was taken on board at Macoa, as a 
ſervant to Capt. Wilſon; and as he ſpoke the 
Malay tongue well, and the natives alſo being in 


f amity with a man who was alſo verſed in that 
| language, 
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language, we in conſequence expected every ad- 
vantage that could reſult from ſo unreſerved a 
communication. The Malay having been a year 
on the iſland, knew alſo the Pelew language; ſo 
that in the preſent inſtance he was capable of 
ſerving them in the capacity of an interpreter. 


The boats being launched, in order to go to 
the ſhip to get more ſtores, &c. the natives of- 
fered one of their people to accompany them, in 
caſe they ſhould meet with any difficulty from 
other canoes, 


Theſe people were entirely naked, not having 
the leaſt covering whatever : they were of a deep 
copper colour; and their ſkins were ſoft and gloſſy, 
owing to the external uſe of cocoa and oil. Each 
chief had a baſket of beetle-nut, and a bamboo 
finely poliſhed, and inlaid at each end; in which 
they carry a kind of coral burnt to a lime, called 
Chinam ; this they ſhake out of one of the bam- 
boos on the beetle-nut, to render it more palate» 
able befgre they chew it. Their teeth are all 
black; and the beetle- nut of Chinam, of which they 
had generally a quid jn uſe, rendered the faliva 
red; ſo that their mouths, taken together, cut 
2 very odd, and even diſguſting appearance. Their 
ſtature was of the middling ſize, ſtraight and muſ- 
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cular; their limbs were of 4 proper ſymmetry ; and 
they had a noble manner in their walk: their hair 
was black, long, and rolled up behind cloſe to their 
heads, which appeared extremely neat, They 
tattooed their legs, a little above their ancles, to 
their thighs, which gave theſe a deeper colour 
than the other parts of their body. None of the 
party had any beards, except the youngeſt of the 
king's brothers : it was afterwards known that 
they pluck out the hairs by the root, fave a few, 
who have ſtrong and thick beards. 


As their reſerve was by this time in a great 
meaſure vaniſhed, we conducted them about the 
cove; round which was many broken ſhells and 
rocks, with thorny plants and ſhrubs. Theſe 
impediments, however, were nothing to them 
although their feet were bare, they walked 
with the greateſt unconcern imaginable, 
Whatever emotions the fingularity of theſe 
people might excite in our breaſts, they were no 
leſs wrapt in admiration at our/appearance. The 
whiteneſs of our colour attracted them ſo much, 
that it was evident they had never before ſeen any 
Europeans. They were continually, during their 
ſtay, exclaiming—Weel, Weel! and—Weel-a-tre- 
coy ; words which implied that they were per- 

fectly 
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fectly well pleaſed with their vifitors. They 
ſtroked our bodies and arms, outfide the gar- 
ments, feetning to doubt whether our coverings 
were not a part of the real body, being totally 
ignorant of the uſe of cloaths. However, the 
Malay informed them, that the Engliſh, living 
in a much eolder climate than their's, were obli- 
ged to have recourſe to artificial warmth, to ſhield 
them from the inclemency of the weather; and 
that from cuſtom, they could not diſpenſe with 
it in a degree, even in the warmeſt regions, 


Our hands next engaged their attention, par- 
ticularly the black veins of the wriſts : they pro- 
bably imagined the whiteneſs of the hands and 
face as artificial; and the blackneſs of the veins 
inſpired them with an idea that it was our manner 
of tattooing, for they deſired tp look at the top parts 
of the arms, to ſee if the whiteneſs was continu- 
ed. After this, they requeſted a farther view 
of the body, when ſome of the crew opened 
their boſoms, and told them that the other parts 
were nearly the ſame as that. The hair on 
our breaſts excited their aſtoniſhment very much, 
as they confider ſuch incumbrances bighly indeli- 
cate, and accordingly pluck it out with much 
zeal wherever it is found. 

Our 
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Our viſitors, having ſomewhat ſatisfied their 
curioſity, began to expreſs apprehenſions, leſt 
they had intruded too much: but the captain 
convinced them, by means of the Malay, that 
their fears were groundleſs, 


Before our captain ſhewed them the tents, he 
ordered all the fire-arms to be concealed; for the 
natives not having any offenſive weapons, it was 
feared that a fight of our's might inſpire them with 
apprehenſion and diſtruſt, This good intention, 
however, was fruſtrated by an accident : for when 
they were near the tents, one of them picked up a 
bullet which had been accidentally dropt, and 
wondering that ſo ſmall a ſubſtance ſhould be ſo 
very heavy, the Malay, forward to explain its 
uſe, requeſted, without any ill intention, a muſ- 
quet to ſhew them the utility of the bullet, as 
well as fire-arms in general, on which they had 
been holding a long diſcourſe, 

There were two dogs in the tent near where 
the arms were concealed ; one a large Newfound - 
lander, who from a puppy had been bred up at 
ſea; the other a ſpaniel: the former was an ex- 
cellent guard ; and, having been taught ſeveral 
playful tricks by the crew, he was ſo general a 

favourite, 
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favourite, in conſequence of the perpetual diver- 
ſion which he afforded, that none of us could 
have tamely ſeen him receive any injury. There- 
fore previous to the entrance of the natives, a 
perſon went before to ſee if theſe animals were 
properly ſecured, to prevent any thing diſagree- 
able to them, as alſo to ſhieJd our viſitors from 
any ſudden ſurprize. Notwithſtanding which, the 
Pelewans had no ſooner entered the tent, than 
the dogs began to bark violently, in which theſe 
people inſtantly joined them in a noiſe equally as 
loud, and ran forwards and backwards with great 
precipitation. However, we underſtood from 
the Malay, that their echoes of the barking did 
not ariſe from terror, but from ſurprize and joy, 
theſe being the firſt animals of the kind they had 
ever ſeen: indeed, they ſeemed at laſt ſo per- 
fectly delighted with the barking, that when the 


dogs ceaſed, they expreſſed a diſtant wiſh that 


they would renew their unmuſical ſounds. There 
are no other quadrupeds, of any ſpecies on theſe 
iſlands, than a few grey rats, which are to be 
found in the woods. 


CHAP. 
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CHEAP. IL 


HE Pelewans having expreſſed a wiſh that 

ſome one of our people would accompany 
them to their king, whoſe curiofity they wiſhed 
alſo to ſatisfy, a difficulty now aroſe on fixing 
on a perſon that would willingly undertake the 
Journey ; till at length our captain defired his 
brother to go, with which requeſt he inſtantly 
complied. 


The natives put off their canoes, having 
Mr. Matthias Wilſon with them ; but the weather 
proving boiſterous, they were obliged to return : 
about noon, however, they again proceeded, and 
were more ſucceſsful. After their final departure, 
Capt. Wilſon felt himſelf low-ſpirited, on ac- 
count of his brother, fearing that ſome accident 
might befal him; for an enlightened people, ac- 
cuſtomed to obſerve acts of treachery among each 
other, will naturally ſiſpect it among tribes, which 
are denominated barbarous, becauſe they have not 
the external poliſh of education, and other eſ- 
teemed, though trifling, advantages. 


The 
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The captain requeſted his brother to inform 


the king, that they were unfortunate Engliſhmen, 


who were ready to lend him whatever aſſiſtance 
might be in their power; that the veſſel in which 
they came was wrecked on his coaſt; and that 
they begged he would give his permiſhon to let 
them build another, in order that they might 
return home. Theſe requeſts he accompanied 
with a ſmall remnant of blue broad cloth, a ca- 
niſter of tea, and one of ſugar-candy, with a jar 
of ruſk ; the ruſk was added at the inſtance of 
the king's brothers, 


The captain, however, contrived to detain, in a 
manner not to give offence, one canoe, and three 
men, with Raa Kook, one of the king's brothers, 
who was commander in chief of the forces. The 
Malay interpreter alſo continued behind. 


The weather not permitting the boats to go to 
the wreck, the people employed themſelves in 
rendering the tents more commodious, and in 
drying their cloaths. The natives ſhewed us a 
well of freſh water ; but it lay at ſome diſtance 
acroſs rugged and fteep rocks, which rendered 
the communication extremely hazardous. Among 
thoſe who went on this expedition was a midſhi p- 


man, about fifteen ; and when they ſaw him 
E fearful 
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fearful at any dangerous paſs, they kindly took 
him in their arms, and conveyed him in perfect 
ſafety. At dinner they ate of ſome fowl ſtewed 
with bread : they refuſed to touch ſome ham 
which the captain offered them, on account of 
the ſalt, being unaccuſtomed to the uſe of that 
article, 


The violence of the weather prevented their 
leaving us that night; during the courſe of which 
they appeared to be perfectly well pleaſed at their 
reception, 


Wedneſday, the 13th, early in the morning, 
the weather proved more than uſually boiſterous : 
but after a time getting more moderate, the boat- 
ſwain, by the winding of his pipe, called all hands 
to work : the ſound of this inſtrument greatly 
pleaſed the natives, though their pleaſure was 
mixed with a conſiderable ſhare of ſurprize. The 
pinnace went off to the wreck about ten in the 
morning ; and not returning till near that hour at 
night, we were very highly alarmed for their 
ſafety. They informed us, that ſome canoes had 
viſited the ſhip, and had taken pieces of iron 
and other articles. It being low water, the pin- 
nace could not reach the ſhip; for which reaſon 
they were forced to wade through part of the 

| reef 
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reef to get to her; when they diſcovered her 
fituation. A large part of the rock had made 
its way through her bottom, and in two or three 
places appeared dry in her hold; ſo that ſhe re- 
mained effectually ſtationed on the reef. Our 
people found that the natives who had viſited the 
ſhip, had found their way to the cockpit, where 
they turned out the contents of the medicine 
cheſt, and taſted ſome of the medicines, which 
of courſe not proving very palatable, they threw 
it away, and preſerved the bottles. It happened 
fortunately, however, that Mr. Sharp, the ſur- 
geon, when he quitted the ſhip, brought off ſuch 
medicines as were of moſt uſe, 


It being found that the canoes which had pil- 
laged the ſhip were gone up to Pelew, Capt. 
Wilſon informed the king's brother of the cir- 
cumftance, fearing that what medicines they had 
ſwallowed might produce diſagreeable effects, and 
probably be a means of interrupting the harmony 
which was ſo likely to prevail. But happily Raa 
Kook declared, that if they ſuffered, it was en- 
tirely their own faults, and no more than they 
deſerved ; begging the captain that no uneaſineſs 
might prevail on that account. Indeed, his coun- 
tenance betokened much anger at this ungenerous 
tranſaction, and he expreſſed a wiſh that our 
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people had put, them to inſtant death. He begged 


that if any ſuch conduct ſhould be purſued in 
future, the offenders might be ſhot, and he would 
exculpate thoſe who did it to the king, 
He informed Captain Wilſon, that his bro- 
ther could not yet return, on account of the vio- 
lence of the wind and rain. He ſlept, this night, 
in the ſame tent with us; and the purity of his 
manner being conſpicuous, we all appeared anxious 
to add to his accommodation, We had no reae 
ſon to ſuppoſe, that his honeſt indignation aroſe 
from the circumſtance of his being in our power: 
he appeared to be above every ſpecies of mean- 
neſs; he felt himſelf hurt at what he. confidered 
a breach of hoſpitality, and could not conſent 
that it ſhould be paſſed over in total filence, for 
he perſiſted that he would lay the matter before 
the king. This amiable man, for amiable his ap- 
pearance denoted him, had there been no other 
proof, departed from his own cuſtoms in our 
company, and adopted our's, as if willing to pay 
us every poſhble compliment: inſtead of ſquat. 
ting on his hams, as is uſual among them, he 
fat up at table like us, and conformed himſelf 
in every poſſible reſpect. Nor had we afterwards 
any occaſion to alter the favourable opinion we 
conceived of this chief. 


The 
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The Malay, who was quite naked like the 
natives, had requeſted a jacket and a pair of 
trowſers; and a pair, with an uniform coat, were 
likewiſe preſented to Raa Kook, who immediately 


applied them to their proper places; and not a 


little delighted to be dreſſed alſo like us, he 
continually admired himſelf, exclaiming — with 
a winning fimplicity—** Raa Kook Englis!” But 
finding them too cumberſome, he never wore 


them after this time; but had both the jacket 


and trowſers carefully depoſited among his other 
valuables at his houſe. He wiſhed to know the 
principles on which every thing was conſtructcd ; 
and to find out the mechaniſm of a pair of bel- 
lows, he ſolicited the cook that he might relieve 
him in blowing the fire. 


Freedom thus openly encouraged, we began 


to be inquiſitive on our parts. Seeing that he 


wore round his wriſt a poliſhed bone of ſome 
creature, in the form of a bracelet, we aſked him 
the meaning of it by means of the Malay ; who 
informed us, from the general, that it was as a 
mark of the higheſt diſtinction, conferred by his 
majeſty on his own family, on officers of ſtate, 
and on commanders; and that he wore it on a 
double account, his alliance to royalty, and as 
principal commander both by ſca and land. 


A ſmall 
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A ſmall inconvenience having been ſuſtained, 
in confequence of ſome of our men drinking too 
freely of the ſpirits on board, the captain propoſed 
to the officers that the veſſels ſhould be ſtaved ; 


' fearing otherwiſe, that a repetition of drunkenneſs 


might occaſion unhappy quarrels among them- 


ſelves or with the natives, which might prove of 


the moſt pernicious conſequences. Indeed, as the 
people of Pelew had found their way to the ſhip, 
they would as likely take of that as of the 
medicines ; and as they had never yet taſted any 
thing of ſo ſtrong a nature, it might work the moſt 
melancholy effects on their ſenſes. Our captain, 
with that manly firmneſs for which he is diſtin- 
guiſhed, harangued the ſailors on the occafion, 
and uſed a variety of arguments and entreaties to 
induce them to acquieſce ; when, at length, their 
readineſs to promiſe, could be exceeded by nothing 
but their eagerneſs to put his commands into exe- 
cution : and when the buſineſs was performed, 
not a ſoul wiſhed to embrace a parting-glaſs. 
Under ſuch circumſtances as we then were, this 
voluntary ſacrifice amounted to a degree of he- 
roiſm, and is probably the firſt inſtance of the kind 
ever celebrated, 


Thurſday, the 14th, two canoes arrived with 
boiled yams, and ſome cocoa-nuts, as a preſent to 
our 
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our captain. In one of them returned Arra Kooker, 
the king's brother, who brought with him his 
nephew, the king's ſon. Raa Kook welcomed 
them on ſhore, where we had a good deal of con- 
verſation. The former told his brother, that 
three of their countrymen were dead of the drugs 
they had drank on board the Antelope. Raa Kook 
told his brother, that he expected nothing leſs, and 
that he was heartily glad it had ſo turned out, that 
others might be more cautious of invading pro- 
perty to which they had no right. 


The king's ſon brought a meſſage from his 
father, giving us a hearty welcome into his do- 
minions, with full permiſſion to build a veſſel on 
the iſland on which we then were; or we might 
remove to that where he lived, where we ſhould 
receive his utmoſt affiftance. This young prince 
was then introduced to the whole ſhip's company ; 
and in the courſe of his obſervations, he did not 
ſhew leſs curiofity than his uncle Raa Kook, who 
was highly pleaſed at his minuteneſs of enquiry. 


After the firſt ſurprize on receiving-theſe new 
viſitors was over, we began to be anxious after 
Mr. Matthew Wilſon, our captain's brother, who 
was not yet returned. We addreſſed ourſelves to 
Arra Kooker on the ſubject; who begged us not 

to 
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to be uneaſy, for that he was actually on his way, 
but had been hindered by contrary winds. Having 
a good turn for mimicry and humour, he de- 
ſcribed by ſigns and geſtures, the apprehenfions 
which our ambaſſador had been under at Pelew, 
though he ſaid there had been no real occaſion 


for fear. - 


Shortly after, we were made happy by Mr. 
Wilſon's arrival; and as we all crouded round 


him, he gratified us by ſpeaking nearly as follows : 


© When the canoe, in which I went, came near 
the iſland where the king refides, multitudes of 
the people ran out to ſee ' me land. Arra Kooker 
conducted me from the ſhore up to the town, where 
there was a mat ſpread upon a ſquare pavement, 
on which he directed, by figns, that I ſhould fit 
down. I complied; and ſhortly after, his ma- 
jeſty appeared; which being ſignified to me by 
his brother, I aroſe and made my obeiſance after 
the manner of Eaftern nations, by lifting up my 
hands to my head, and inclining my body for- 
wards; to which, however, he did not pay the 
leaſt attention. I now offered him the preſents 
which I had with me; and theſe he received moſt 
graciouſly, A long converſation now commenced 


between him and Arra Kooker ; which was wholly 
| reſpecting 
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reſpecting us, as I conceived. After this, he ate 
of the ſugar- candy; and ſeeming to like it, he 
gave ſome to his chiefs: he now directed that 
every thing ſhould be carried to his own houſe, 
which being complied with, he ordered refreſh- 
ments, which conſiſted of a cocoa-nut filled with 
warm water, ſweetened with moloſſes: after taſting 
it himſelf, he ordered a little boy who ſtood near, 
to climb a cocoa-nut tree, and get ſome freſh nuts ; 
one of theſe he cleared from the huſks, and taſting 
the milk of it, told the little boy to give it to me, 
making figns that I was to ſend it back when 
I had drank : after this he broke the nut in two, 
ate a little of it himſelf, and then returned it to me 
for the like purpoſe. It was not long before I 
found myſelf ſurrounded with a vaſt concourſe of 
both ſexes ; and much diſcourſe paſſed between 
the king, his brother, and the chiefs; their eyes 
being all the while continually on me, ſo that I 
was beyond doubt the ſubje of their talk. Ac- 
cidentally taking off my hat, they all marvelled 
beyond conception, as they had conceived that my 
cloaths formed a part of the living body. Further 
to undeceive them, I unbuttoned my waiſtcoat, 
and took off my ſhoes ; when they approached me 
nearer, they ſtroked me, and put their hands into 
my boſom, to examine the conſiſtence of the ſkin. 
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© By this time, it being ſomewhat dark, the king, 
his brother, myſelf, and ſeveral others, went into 
a houſe, where I found a ſupper of yams boiled 
whole, placed on a ſtand or ſtool, having a rim or 
edge round it of about the height of three or four 
inches. In a diſh or wooden bowl, was ſomething 
like a pudding, made of yams boiled and beat 
together, (like as we maſh potatoes) of which 
there were three or four in a diſh. There was 
alſo ſome ſhell-fiſh, but of what kind I could not 
diſcover. After ſupper I was conducted to another 
houſe at fome diſtance, where I was met by forty 
or fifty men and women. A female led me here; 
and when J had entered the houſe, ſhe made figns 
for me to fit, or he down, on a mat that was ſpread 
on the floor, as I underſtood to fleep on. When 
the company had viewed me to their ſatisfaction, 
they all lay down to ſleep; and I laid down on 
the mat, drawing another over me, and reſting 
my head on a block of wood, which here ſerves 
for a pillow. Though I could not ſleep, I lay per- 
fectly quiet : but, after a long time had elapſed, 
and every thing ſeemed quiet, eight or nine men 
got up, and made two great fires at each end of 
the houſe, which was one large habitation, with- 
out any partitions. This operation, I acknowledge, 
frightened me exceedingly : I concluded that they 


were certainly going to have a noble roaſt, and that 
myſelf 
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myſelf was the deſtined victim, thinking that the pre- 
tence of going to ſleep was only a manœuvre to ſe- 
cure me the more readily. As I found it impoſſible 
to eſcape, I recommended myſelf fervently to the 
Divine Being, for fortitude to withſtand ſo hor- 
rible a fate. But my ſurprize and my ſatisfaction 
were equally great, on obſerving, that, after they 
had fat ſome time and warmed themſelves, they 
all retired again to reſt; in which peaceable ſtate 
every thing continued till day-break, when I 
aroſe, and walked, accompanied by great numbers 
of men, women, and children. The king's brother 
ſoon joined me, and took me to ſeveral houſes, 
where I was entertained with yams, cocoa-nuts, 
and ſweetmeats. After this, being again intro- 
duced to the king, I ſignified to him my earneſt 
wiſh to go back to my brother ; he ſaid that he 
would readily comply with my requeſt, but aſſured 
me, that the weather would not permit a canoe 
to paſs : to make me ſenſible of his meaning, he 
pointed up to the trees, and blew ſtrongly with 
his mouth ; and to explain the force of the ſea on 
the canoes, he put his two hands together, with 
the palms upwards, then lifted them up, and 
turned them the reverſe way, to ſignify that the 
canoes would overſet. I employed the remainder 
of the day in walking about, and obſerving the 
produce of the iſland : it confiſted chiefly of yams 
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and cocoa-· nuts; the former they cultivate with 
great care in large plantations, in ſwampy ground, 
like the rice in India. They chew the beetle · nut 
as we do tobacco.“ 


Our captain dreſſed the king's ſon in a filk 
coat, and blue trowſers. He was extremely well 
made; but had loſt his noſe ; whether in battle, 
or whether from a ſcrophulous diſeaſe which is 
prevalent there, was not known. In the morn- 
ing the jolly-boat and the pinnace were ſent off 
to the wreck; but the bad weather compelled the 
former to return bacx. The pinnace returned in 
the afternoon, with ſome iron, a bag of rice, and 
other ſtores. Our people ſaid, that they found 
upwards of twenty canoes buſied about the An- 
telope; and ſome of the men had ſhewn anger on 
having a cutlaſs and ſome iron taken from them. 1 
On being told of this, Raa Kook ſent his brother A 
and nephew off, to drive them away ; a ſervice 4 
they effectually performed. Indeed, our people 
had not ventured to diſpoſſeſs them of their pil- 
fer, had they not placed the greateſt reliance on 
the friendſhip of Raa Kook. 


The gunpowder having been dried, and the 
arms repaired, it was ſuggeſted that a nightly 
watch would be neceſſary; eſpecially as the num» 

bers 
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bers of the inhabitants was continually inereaſing: 
but leſt this regulation ſhould. alarm them, the 
captain previouſly communicated the circum- 
ſtance, Juſt before eight in the evening, they 
were invited to ſee the guard turn out, and go 
through their temporary exerciſe : each man 
having a muſquet and cartouch-box, they diſ- 
charged their duty very reſpectably. The ſin- 
gularity of this buſineſs filled our new friends 
with aſtoniſhment and wonder, Arra Kooker, in 
particular, had paid the ſtricteſt attention to every 
movement ; and eagerly exclaimed to his brother 
the general Englees mora (that is, go) Artin- 
gall, Pelle, lew,” at the ſame time pointing to 
the north and ſouth ; after which he cried, 
« Pook!” in imitation of the report of our 
guns. When they returned to the tents, where 
they were to fieep, their converſation among 
each other laſted nearly the whole night; and fo 
wrapt in wonder were they at what they had juſt 
ſeen, that we began to be looked on as a ſuperior 
race of beings, which augured us no harm. 


Arra Kooker requeſted a white ſhirt; and as 
Joon as it was given him, he put it on in tran- 
ſports of joy, which he indicated by dancing and 
jumping, and in forming a humorous contraſt 
between his ſhirt and his ſkin. It has been 

hinted 
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hinted before, that this prince had a great pro- 
penſity to mimĩory: he often amuſed us by tak- 
ing off our manners; but with ſo much good- 
nature, that no one could feel the leaſt offence. 
He would take a hat, put it on, and imitate our 
walk on military duty. He entertained a great 
partiality for our Newfoundland dog, which he 
often viſited and fed; till at laſt the creature alſo 
felt a partiality for him, and at his appearance 
would jump, bark, leap, and play a variety of 
tricks: frequently Arra Kooker would imitate him 
in the ſame mode of ſalutation, by barking, jump- 
ing, &c. which could not fail of exciting the 
riſible faculties. This prince was ſeemingly about 
forty years of age ; ſhort in ſtature, but ſo plump 
and fat, that he was as broad as long. 


Could we have penetrated the intricate, but 
all-wiſe ways of Providence, and have foreſeen 
that we ſhould once more have embraced our na- 
tive country and friends, we might have been- 
happy for a time in our preſent ſituation. The 
idea of that dreadful uncertainty agonized our 
boſoms; and while aur countenances ſhone with 
a tranſient ſmile of approbation at the buffoonery 
which preſented, our hearts were convulſed with 
the agitations of deſpair, 
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RID A the 15th, ſeveral canoes appeared 

round the point at the entrance of the har- 
bour, and then lay to; ſome that were armed re- 
mained at the back of the ifland. This was the 
retinue of the king, whoſe canoe came forwards 
between four others, the rowers ſplaſhing the 
water very high, and throwing their paddles 
over their heads very dexterouſly. When they 
had got as far as the tide would permit, Capt. 
Wilſon went out to meet his majeſty, who was 
fitting on a ſtage built in the canoe: he requeſted 
the captain to approach, which he did, and em- 
braced him, ſpeaking nearly after the ſame man- 
ner of Mr. Matthew Wilſon, on his firſt intro- 
duction at Pelew ; and the king again granted 
his permiſhon to our building a veſſel; but 


thought we had better remove to his ifland, which 


was healthier, and not ſo much expoſed to people 
with whom he was then at war. But the captain, 
after expreſſing his gratitude for the unbounded 
generoſity of his majeſty, declined the offer of 
removing, as we ſhould thereby get ſome leagues 
further from the wreck; and, as to air, he told 

the 
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the king, that he had a perſon with him who 
could cure diſeaſes; which cauſed no little aſto- 
niſhment. Our captain now gave him a ſcarlet 
coat ; and making figns to go on ſhore, the king 
jumped into the water, and ſwam to land. He 
was entirely naked, and without any bone at his 
wriſt, like his principal officers: he carried a 
hatchet on his ſhoulders, the head of which was 
of iron, a circumſtance we could not account for, 
as all the reſt we had ſeen were of ſhell; the 
handle forming a ſharp angle, ſtuck faſt to the 
ſhoulder without tying. He would not go into 
our tents; we therefore ſpread a fail for him, on 
which he ſat down, with his chief miniſter oppo- 
fite, and his two brothers on each fide. The whole 
was encompaſſed by his attendants, to the amount 
of three hundred, who ſquatted on the ground in 
ſuch a manner, that they could riſe up in a mo- 
ment. His majeſty drank a cup of tea, but did 
not approve of its taſte. After a while, we pre- 
ſented him with a piece of ſcarlet, and half a 
piece of long cloth, with ſome ribbands, which 
he gave his ſervants. About this time, we were 
much alarmed, on obſerving that each of the 
chiefs fixed his eyes on ſome particular man 
among us, which we inſtantly interpreted as an 
ill omen: but ſo contrary was it, that the indi- 
vidual ſo fixed on, was ſelected as a principal 

favourite 


= 


favourite and friend. Our captain introducing 
his chief mate to the king, as his firſt officer, 
they inſtantly ſtiled him the Kickary Rupack, or 
little king, ſuppoſing the captain himſelf to be a 
monarch of ſome country: but the Malay in- 
forming them that he was a captain under a ſo- 
vereign, they ever afterwards called him captain, 
and the chief mate Kickary, or ſecond captain, 


Raa Kook deſcribed our military evolutions 
with ſuch force, that the king wiſhed to ſee a 
ſpecimen ; on which the men were drawn up, and 
fired three vollies. This occafioned ſuch hoot- 
ing, jumping, and chattering, as equalled in 
. noiſe the report of our pieces. To ſhew them 
more fully the effects of our muſquets, a live 
fowl that had been ſaved from the ſhip was driven 
acroſs the cove, and ſhot with a fowling- piece: 
it inſtantly dropped, being wounded in the legs, 
The king examining it, wondered how the da- 
mage was communicated, as he had ſeen nothing 
paſs out of the gun. Raa Kook now took his 
regal brother to a grindſtone, whoſe motions he 
had himſelf previouſly learnt: he laid hold of 
the handle, and turned it with great ſwiftneſs, 
telling his brother, that it would not only pro- 
duce fire, but poliſh ſteel. In ſhort, Raa Kook 
was indefatigable in telling his brother every 
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thing that he had collected; and when he gave 
him to underſtand that there were many nations 
in the world, of various languages and man- 
ners, of which there was a proof in the difference 
of the Chineſe men from us, he appeared uncom- 
ly ſerious and thoughtful, as if ſtruck with the 
moſt important conceptions ; for till now they 
never imagined that the world exceeded the ho- 
rizon within their view: and as records may 
be loſt by the devaſtation of time, they probably 
did not know their own origin. It was plain they 
had not been accuſtomed to the ſight of ſtrangers. 


The king approaching one of our tents, 
he obſerved the glittering of the bayonet on the 
centinel's ſhoulder ; and wanting to feel it, he 
offered to take it out of the man's hand, which 
was however refuſed. The captain on this ex- 


' Plained to him, that an Engliſhman on duty 


never parted from his arms on any occaſion; at 
which he appeared ſatisfied. Raa Kook now 
took his brother to the kitchen, where the cook 
was preparing dinner; and, ambitious to ſhew 
that he underſtood the uſe of the bellows, he 
took them and began to blow the fire. The cook 
being a thin, meagre fellow, with his head cloſe 
ſhaved, did not eſcape Raa's ridicule, as he no- 
ticed even the moſt trifling circumſtance. He 

next 
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next ſhewed his brother where our hams were 
kept, and begged that one might be given him, 
which was done accordingly, with a live gooſe. 
Returning at length to his former ſeat, he gave 
us to underſtand, that he ſhould ſleep at the back 
of the iſland ; and ſhortly after one of his inferior 
officers gave a loud ſniriek, which threw us into 
much confufion. But the object of it was pre- 
ſently conceived ; for all his attendants, though 
they were ſo numerous, and diſperſed in various 
parts, making each one his peculiar obſervations, 
may be faid to have darted to their canoes ; be- 
ing there on their duty in an inſtant. No mili- 
tary word of command could have a more en- 
livening effect — ſo that an uncultivated howl 
and a poliſhed exclamation, will operate in pre- 
eiſely the ſame manner, when directed to their 
proper objects. The king departed to his place 
of repoſe, where he had detained his armed ca- 
noes, leſt we ſhould ſuppoſe that his viſit bore 
the appearance of hoſtility. 


Raa Kook, with the king's ſon, and ſeveral 
chiefs, remained in the tent with our captain. 
An odd circumſtance happened after the guard 
was ſet, and juſt as we were going to reſt. The 
natives on ſhore began a ſong, from the ſhrillneſs 
of which we imagined that it was the war-hoop, 
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and a ſignal for the king and his party to fall 


upon us: in conſequence we inſtantly took to our 
arms, and ſome ran to inform the captain; who, 
however, with his uſual foreſight, ordered that 
no noiſe ſnould be made. At length we were re- 
lieved from our anxiety, at finding, that they 
were only tuning their throats for a ſong of 
mirth; when Raa Kook gave out a ſtave, which 
was taken up by another Rupack, who ſung a 
verſe in concert with the multitude : the laſt line 
was ſung twice over, which was continued by 
thoſe in the next tent in chorus. Qur friend Raa 
then gave out other lines to the amount af ten 
or twelve verſes. They converſed at times, as 
if putting ſome of the fingers right, who had 
departed from the tune, After they had finiſhed, 
they requeſted a ſpecimen of our vocal powers, 
on which one of our people gave them ſeveral 
war ſongs. This was reported to the king, wha 
ever afterwards, when he met that man, requeſted 
him to fing. | 


All our proſpects of getting away from this 
place were entirely centered in the poſſibility of 
building a ſhip for our-conveyance, with the few 
tools that had been preſerved: and left the na- 
tives ſhould take a fancy to theſe implements, a 

convenient 
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convenient place was found in a rock, where 
they were ſecured before the king's arrival. Sa- 
turday proving calm weather, we were proceed- 
ing to ſend the jolly-boat to the ſhip, when it 
was found that her rudder had been ſtolen. We 
now began about laying the foundation for our 
veſſel, having already procured a piece of wood 
for a ſtem, and another for a ſtern-poſt, Soon 
after ten o'clock the chief miniſter arrived from 
the cove, where the king and his retinue had re- 
poſed: he took our captain by the hand, and led 
him into the tent where the arms were kept; and 
fixing his eyes on a cutlaſs, requeſted that it might 
be given him; which the captain did not think 
proper to refuſe: but Raa Kook, ſoon after, ſee- 
ing it in his miniſter's hand, was much offended, 
and ordered him to return it inſtantly. Not long 
after this, the Malay came on ſhore from one of 
the canoes, and ſaid there was diſagreeable news; 
for that the whole court were highly offended, 
that an almoſt total ſtranger ſhould receive a va- 
Juable preſent, while the King's brothers, who 
had honoured,ps with their eſteem and acquaint- 
ance, had not been preſented with any thing of 
gonſequence. On which the captain immediately 
preſented theſe auguſt perſonages with a remnant 
of cloth, ſome long white cloth, and ſome rib. 
bands: this, however, they receiyed very cooly ; 

not 
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not a ſmile of ſatisfaction appeared, which gave 
us to judge that the cauſe of diſcontent was ſtill 
to be removed. We were further confirmed in 
this opinion, on being informed that the king 
was come out of the bay, on his return home, 
and that if the captain wiſhed to take leave of 
him, he muſt go out to his canoe; which our 
commander did, in the company of his linguiſt, 
and four others. But his majeſty received them 
with great indifference; not with that generous 
openneſs which had marked the meeting the pre- 
ceding day. This viſible change overwhelmed 
us with deſpair; and I began to reflect, that how- 
Ever unacquainted theſe people were with the 
vices of poliſhed ſociety, they were nevertheleſs 
tainted with narrow prejudices, which might pro- 
bably terminate in revenge. I could not help 
loading them, in my own mind, with reproach ; 
and ſeemed to wiſh I had it in my power to de- 
mand an explanation of their conduct. Nothing 
rouſes the reſentment of noble minds ſooner than 
indifference; every art had been tried, with the 
moſt unwearied aſſiduity, to obtain their friend- 
ſhip; but they now appeared a race whom no 
favours could bind, no prafeſſions, however ſa- 
cred, could ſecure. Gratitude, I ſaid, never in- 
herited your ſhores, and the ſeemingneſs of your 
innocency is only a cloke far the execution of 
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ſome concerted deſign. While theſe and worſe 
reflections occupied my mind, how agreeably was 
I ſurprized, as well as the whole ſhip's company, 
to find that this coolneſs aroſe from an oppoſite 
ſource, and from a delicacy that no one could 
have imagined. The effect of our muſquets had 
made ſo forcible an impreſſion on the king, that 
he conceived thoſe inſtruments were admirably 
adapted to deſtroy his enemies, with whom he 
was then at war: but the great difficulty ſeemed 
to lie in aſking the queſtion for ſome of our men 
to attend him to battle, as the favour appeared 
in their opinion too great to be complied with. 
No ſooner, however, was Capt. Wilſon informed 
of his majeſty's wiſh, than he told bim, that the 
enemies of the one were the enemies of the other, 
and that he ſhould have four or five men, all he 
requeſted, armed with their muſquets. This aſ- 
ſurance again reſtored perfect harmony; and the 
king ſaid he would take the men with him to 
Pelew the next day, as he ſhould be ready for 
battle in leſs than a week. The Pelew monarch 
was now ſo much pleaſed with the captain, that 
he called him his brother Rupack, and told him 
to ſend Mr. Matthew Wilſon again to Pelew, to 
ſee what was there for Engliſhmen to eat : pro- 
poſing that ſome of his carpenters ſhould aſſiſt 
us 
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us in building our veſſel. The offer was very 
politely refuſed. 


In the afternoon of this day, we proceeded to 
lay the ways of our veſſel; the keel, ſtem, ſtern- 
poſt, and ſome of the floor - timbers, were 
ſquared. 


On Sunday in the forenoon, the king arrived 
for his warlike ſuccours. Our captain offering 
to make one, the whole company unanimouſly 
begged him to defiſt, as there was no occaſion 
that he ſhould be unneceſſarily expoſed to new 
dangers, eſpecially as every one's hope was cen- 
tered in him. In fact, there was not a man but 
wiſhed to undertake this ſervice: but at length 
five were fixed on, with the interpreter ; they 
were dreſſed on this occafion, in blue jackets, 
cocked hats, and light blue cockades, having with 
them plenty of arms and ammunition. The king 
faid he ſhould conſider them as his own people; 
and hoped the expedition would be over in about 
four days, till which time he ſhould leave four 
of his own people as a ſecurity of his good in- 
tentions. On the departure of theſe heroes, we 
accompanied them to the water's edge, where 
the King took his leave by ſhaking us heartily 
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by the hand, previouſly knowing that it was one 
of our farewel motions : we then gave three 
cheers, which was returned by our men, and by 
the canoes, as ſoon as they underſtood its meaning. 


When the king and his train were gone, the 
boats ſet off to the wreck ; but could not get on 
board, obſerving the ſhip ſurrounded by natives, 
whom they were apprehenſive belonged to thoſe 
that were at war with Abba Thulle, the king of 
Pelew. 


As there was a great probability that we ſhould 
not be much interrupted for ſome time, we be- 
gan to plan our intended veilel, which it was de- 
termined ſhould be a ſchooner. The firſt lieute- 
nant had a good knowledge of the buſineſs of a 
dock-yard, and who therefore formed the method 
of our operations. Capt. Wilſon was unanimouſly 
elected maſter of the bufineſs ; the ſurgeon, and 
the captain's brother, were appointed to ſaw down 
trees; and the Chineſe were to act as day- 
labourers, in carrying ſuch trees and other ne- 
ceſſaries to the dock, two of them excepted, who 
were ordered to waſh and get up the linen; and 
though they could only rince it in ſalt-water, the 
change proved a moſt agreeable refreſhment, after 
hard labour, at the cloſe of a ſultry day. Our 
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boatſwain had fortunately ſerved part of an ap- 
prenticeſhip to a blackſmith ; and was now happy 
to reſume his old employment, with the aſfiſt- 
ance of a mate. Every arrangement being thus 
ſettled to our mutual fatisfa&tion, we all aſſem- 


bled together in the cove, where our captain read 


prayers, in a truly devout manner ; and no one, 


I believe, with-held an offering of thankſgiving. 


to that Supreme Power, who, amidſt all our dan- 
gers and diſtreſſes, had thus cheered us with a 
dawn of hope, that we ſhould yet once more 
embrace our deareſt relatives and friends. 
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N Monday morning, the boatſwain ſum- 

moned every one to his ſeparate labour: 
ſome were ſent to the wreck, to bring away ſuch 
things as might prove uſeful in the building of 
the veſſel. To ſecure ourſelves from moleſta- 
tion it was thought adviſeable to form a barri- 
cade in front of the tents towards the ſea: we 
here mounted one of the ſix-pounders from the 
ſhip, and two ſwivels, in ſuch a manner that 
they might eaſily be pointed to any direction 


where danger might threaten, The remainder 


of this week was ſpent in getting timber and 
other neceſſaries from the wreck, and in build- 
ing our veſſel. In one of our excurſions to the 
Antelope, a caſk. of arrack was found, that had 
been overlooked when the liquors were ſtaved : 
it was brought on ſhore; and the men ſhewing a 
wiſh that it might be ſaved, the captain con- 
ſented, and ordered that a pint of grog ſhould be 
given to every individual, at night, after the fa- 
tigues of the day. On Friday, ſome diflatisfac- 
tion appeared among thoſe who were deſtined to 


do the carpenters work; unuſed to ſuch employ- | 
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ment, their hands became bliſtered, and they 
found the fatigue exceſſive: but the captain ap- 
plying ſome animating reaſoning, unanimity was 
reſtored, and the work re- aſſumed. 


Monday the 25th, four canoes were obſerved 
coming towards the harbour from the ſouthward; 
and ſoon after the party landed, but with much 
caution and timidity : they belonged to thoſe who 
were at war with our friends, and probably came 
out of curioſity, having been told that there were 
ſuch ſtrange creatures to be ſeen. Among them was 
a Rupack, who appeared to be of an inferior 
order by the bone on his arm. The captain 
ſhewed them every thing worth their notice; and 
after ſtaying about an hour, they again took 
to their canoes, without attempting to pilfer the 
ſmalleſt article. The men whom the king had 
taken to his war, having ſtaid much beyond the 
time propoſed, ſerious apprehenfions again in- 
vaded our boſoms ; and it was determined to 
ſettle a plan of defence within the barricade, and 
alſo to open a paſſage between each tent, through 
which we might retreat or join, in caſe of an 
attack. In the afternoon, however, to our mu- 
tual ſatisfaction, the men all returned in four ca- 
noes, unhurt. We congratulated them heartily 
on their arrival, and they were no leſs pleaſed to 
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ſee us. Raa Kook came back with them, in- 
tending thereby a mark of reſpect. The men 
ſaid they had been treated with every poſhble at- 


tention, during their abſence; and the king had 


preſented each of them with a baſket of ſweet- 
meats, which, however, was ſo dry and hard, 


that our ſailors called it Choke Dog. The canoes 


brought ſome baſkets of this delicacy to our 
captain. The following account was taken from 
the third mate's journal, who went with them. 
« We remained at Pelew till the 21ſt, as the 
king was not able to collect all his canoes as 
ſoon as he expected. By day-break, the native 
warriors aſſembled before the king's houſe, with 
their arms, which were bamboo darts, from five 
to eight feet long, pointed with wood of the 
beetle-nut tree, and bearded : theſe are only 
uſed for cloſe quarters, as they have long ones to 
uſe when at a diſtance, which they throw with a 
ſtick of the length of about two feet, having a 
notch cut in it to receive the point of a dart; it 
generally comes perpendicular on the enemy to 
whom it is directed. We were placed in. five ſe- 
parate canoes, and about two o'clock came in 
fight of the foe. The king's force now conſiſted 
of more than a thouſand men, and one hundred 
and fifty canoes; but we could form no idea of 
the ſtrength of the enemy. | 
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* Raa Kook, previous to the action, took 
one of our men in his canoe, and went cloſe to 
the enemy's town, where he held a long con- 
ference with them: but his ſpeech being treated 
with contempt, he threw a ſpear at them, and 
they returned the ſalute in an inſtant. On this 
the ſailor fired his muſquet. and one of the aſ- 
ſailants was ſeen to fall, which put the reſt in 
the utmoſt confuſion: thoſe on the land ran 
away, and thoſe in the canoes jumped into the. 
- water, and made for the ſhare. The firing a 
few muſquets obtained a complete victory; but 
the conquerors took no other advantage of it, 
than to land, and ſtrip ſome cocoa-nut trees of 
their fruit, and to ſeize ſome yams and other 
neceſſaries; after which the king returned home, 
highly delighted with his triumph. When we 
came to Pelew, the women met and preſented 
us with cocoa-nut ſhells filled with a ſweet liquor. 
On landing we fired a volley, and gave three 
cheers; at which his majeſty, and thoſe that ſur- 
rounded, appeared perfectly delighted. Feſtivity 
and rejaicing took place the next day, which con- 
ſiſted moſtly of dances and ſongs. 


previous to our return, the king took us to 
his houſe, and regaled us with ſtewed turtle, 


after their manner, and promiſed to ſupply our 
f whole 


. 
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whole- company with yams whenever they ſtood 
in need. He aſked, if we thought our captain 
would lend him ten men at a future time, as he 
had a further deſign againft the ſame people, and 
alſo againſt another iſland ; but we did not chuſe 
to aſſure him that his requeſt would be complicd 
with, without conſulting Capt. Wilſon.” | 


A proportion of the arrack found on board the 
wreck, had been ſaved for our abſent compa- 
nions; of which they invited their comrades 
to partake in the evening: this, added to the 
yams and cocoa-nuts they had brought, furniſhed 
out a very comfortable feaſt. The joy of thoſe 
that had been abſent, was not a little heightened 
at obſerving the great progreſs made in building 
our veſſel, as well as at the fortifications that had 
been raiſed for the common defence: they now 
depofited their arms with the gunner, and cheer- 
fully joined in the labours of the day. 

Raa Kook informed the captain, that his bro- 
ther had ordered him to tender to us the iſland 
where we refided, as a preſent; their name for which 
was Oroolong. In order, therefore, to anhounce 
poſſeſſion of it, the Britiſh pendant was hoiſted, 
and three vollies of ſmall arms fired. Qur people 
ſaid, that, in their return from the war, the na- 
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tives were continually pointing to this place, and 
calling it Engliſhman's iſland. Raa Kook, at the 
ſame time, intimated that the king would be 
glad to ſee the captain at Pelew; he excuſed him- 
ſelf, however, for the preſent, but ſent his bro- 
ther and the chief mate, to compliment his ma- 
jeſty on his late victory: one of the Chineſe went 
at the ſame time, with a view to notice the pro- | 
ductions of the country, and to examine if there 5 
were not ſome valuable vegetables overlooked by 
the natives. The Chineſe in general underſtand 
botany; and, if turned adrift, will contrive to 
live very decently on the herbs of the field. 

In the afternoon of the 26th, the captain went 
round his new iſland in the jolly-boat: he found 
the ſouth - ſide of it almoſt a perpendicular rock, 
covered with wood; among it, was a quantity of 
the cabbage tree. The weſt- ſide had a fine ſandy 
beach; and here it was where all our freſh water 
was obtained. The traces of ancient plantations 
were obſervable; from which it was ſuppoſed, 
that the ifland had been once inhabited. The 
north-fide is a ſteep rock covered with trees; from 
whence, as the boat rowed, iſſued breezescbf a 
moſt ſweet and agreeable ſmell. On the caſt-fide 
lay the bay and harbour; and it was judged that 
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the whole circumference of the iſland did not 
exceed three miles. | 


Next day a boat was ſent to the watering-place 
to fetch timber for futtocks, -and to haul the ſeine, 
but no fiſh could be taken. Some, however, ſuc- 
ceeded in procuring cabbages, which being dreſſed 
for ſupper, were found well taſted. Several of 
thoſe who had been cutting timber, took it into 
their heads, that they would return by land ; and 
the evening being far gone, they had truly a moſt 
providential eſcape... The boat did rot get back 
till it was quite dack; when finding their com- 
panions were not arrived, great anxiety was en- 
tertained on their account; and it was propoſed 
to ſend ſome men with lanterns, in hopes of ren- 
dering them aſſiſtance. In the courſe of their 
progreſs, they gave ſeveral loud ſhouts, which at 
length was heard by the forlorn travellers : diſ- 
covering, at the ſame time the light of the lanterns, 
they very. prudently halted till the guides came 
up; and happy was it for them that they took 
ſo wiſe a reſolution, as at that moment they were 
within a few ſteps of a moſt tremendous precipire. 


Arra Kooker arrived in the mean time, in his 
uſual good ſpirits : he paſſed the night with us, 
employing moſt of his time in humorouſly 
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1 1 
mimicing the conſternation of che enemy, in the 
late engagement, on hearing the report of the 
Engliſh muſquets. 


On Friday the 29th, thoſe who had been to 
Pelew on a viſit to the king arrived, accompanied 
with Raa Kook. They gave a moſt pleafing ac- 
count of the hoſpitality that had been ſhewn 
them; and ſaid that the word Englees was now 
added in all the fongs, and uttered in all the 
dances ; ſo ſtrongly were they impreſſed with our 
power and ſuperior acquirements. The: China- 
man, making his report, in broken Engliſh; ſaid 
© This have very poor place, and very poor 
people ;—no got cloaths—no got rice—no- got 
hog—no-got nothing—only yam—little fiſh and 
cocoa-nut—No got nothing make trade—very 
litthe make eat.” If theſe iſlanders had been 
divinities, ſeemingly circumſcribed to a ſcanty 
allowance of the means of life, it does not appear 
that they would have been honoured with much, 
if any, veneration from this fellow, who formed 
his opinion of their worth on what he could get 
to eat and to drink, 


The next day proved ſo wet, that we were 
. obliged to ſuſpend our operations on the ſhip-for 
the preſent. The Malay now informed us, that 
. his 
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his name was Soogell; and being on the ſhore, 
he pointed to the S. S. W. with the compaſs, and 
ſaid that he came from that point, about five days 
ſail from hence; that the place was called Monado; 
that there were about forty Dutchmen there; and 
that the iſland afforded plenty of hogs and poultry. 
It was, he ſaid, three days fail from Batavia, a city 
belonging to the Dutch, from whence he had 
ſailed in a proa; but being driven about by a hard 
gale of wind, was wrecked on the Pelew iſlands. 
The truth of this ſtory, however, was ſuſpected ; 
and, indeed, it afterwards appeared that this fellow 
had belonged to a gang of pirates, 


A doubt had long diſtracted us, that we ſhould 
meet with obſtructions in the launching of our 
veſſel :: but about this time it was happily diſ- 
covered, that we ſhould meet with no materia] 
impediment, a ſufficient paſſage for her having 
been diſcovered through the reef; and jt was alſo 
found that the ſpring-tides would furniſh a more 
than competent body of water for that purpoſe. 


Sunday the 31ſt had been fixed on by Mr. 
Wilſon for a viſit to the king at Pelew, As divine 
ſervice was never omitted, the captain read prayers 
in the tent as ſoon as he had breakfaſted ; in which 


he .was joined by Raa Kook, and ſuch of the 
bo! I 2 natives 


%s A 383 13 bi 
4. ara -—-* 


"= % 
ö 3 
* , 8 * 


5 


* 
* 


1 


——— 


2 ' 
m4 


5 


- 
n K — 1 > — _ — — * 1 = 
4 - _ p 8 . 8. 
- — , Jn 
2 — + - 
ded — = - _ — — 2 - 
= _— A . » 1 * 5 
— _ . G — — - * 7 - g #2 * — 2 — 
— CO — .- l 8 ＋— — ö . - 
2 ** i -- 4 Md - 1 - e = - 
Pw * 2 : Py + ba —— 22 „ 


a * 


| 
| 
k 
0 


50 ] 


natives as were preſent, riſing and kneeling like 
us, and exhibiting every external mark of the 
moſt earneſt devotion. After this, the captain 
and his retinue, accompanied by the general, ſet 
off; and reached Pelew about one o'clock in the 
afternoon. Previous to their landing, they hoiſted 
Engliſh colours, and fired three muſquets: in 
return, a white flag was ſtuck on a pole, on ſhore, 
and which proved to be formed of ſome of the 
cloth that had been prefented to the king; who, 
before his appearance, ſent ſome of the natives 
with refreſhments : it conſiſted of a large wooden 
tureen in the ſhape of a bird, filled with ſweet 
drink; a painted ſtand, with ſweetmeats and 
oranges ;' a baſket of boiled yams, and another of 
cocoa-nuts. On the king's arrival, our captain 
roſe and embraced him cordially : they then fat 
down together; and one of the natives, who acted 
as a kind of butler, ſerved the company with 
portions of the proviſion before noticed. When 
the refreſhment was ended, the captain preſented 
the king with ſome iron hoops, and ſome necklaces 
made of gold and filver lace, tied at each end with 
ribbands. Some files, which were meant to be 
added, -had been pilfered by one of the meaner 
ſort of natives. Mr, Devis, who had been a paſ- 
ſenger on board the Antelope, being ſtruck with 
the features of -one of the-women preſent, took 2 
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piece of paper, and began to make a ſketch of her 
perſon: before he had completed his intention, 
ſhe obſerved that he was looking earneſtly in her 
face, and marking ſomething down from it; 
which ſo much offended her, that ſhe could not 
be perſuaded to ſtay, notwithſtanding ſeveral of 
the Rupacks endeavoured to paſs it off with a 
laugh : ſhe felt ſomething like an inſult, and could 
not forgive it; from which it was conjeQured 
that ſhe was the wife of ſome perſon preſent. 
The king,. on being ſhewn the ſketch, readily 
comprehended the defign ; and immediately ſent 
an order for two of his women to attend him ; 
they ſoon arrived, and placed themſelves at a 
window fronting the artiſt, where they ſtood with» 
out being ſeen lower than the waiſt. At firſt they 
ſeemed pleaſed ; but ſeeing at length, that Mr. 
Devis was eying them very curiouſly, they ap- 
peared ſullen and dejected: but the king inter- 
poſing, and explaining the nature of the buſineſs, 
they aſſumed a gentler deportment. The defigns 
being finiſhed, they were handed to the king, and 
from him to the ladies, who ſhewed great pleaſure 
on viewing their fancied likeneſſes. Abba Thulle 
now borrowed of the artiſt ſome paper and his 
pencil, and attempted. to delmeate four or five 
figures: but in this he ſucceeded moſt miſerably ; 
not that his majeſty was vain enough to ſuppoſe 
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he could improve on the art — he rather meant 
the trial as a mark of complaiſance, and to ſhew 
that he was capable of comprehenſion. 


It was now hinted to our people, that they 
ſhould proceed to the town: they readily com- 
plied; and, to impreſs on their friends ſome idea 
of their importance, ordered their colours to be 
raiſed, and carried before them. Pelew being 
only a quarter of a mile from the ſhore, they 
ſoon arrived, and came into a large ſquare pave- 
ment, round which were ſeveral houſes. From 
one that ſtood at the fides, iſſued ſeveral women, 
who were waiting to ſee what they termed an ex- 
traordinary fight. Theſe ladies, rather fairer 
than the others, were the wives of the great of- 
ficers of ſtate: they had on a few rude ornaments, 
and their faces and breaſts were rubbed with tur- 
merick. Into this houſe our people were led by 
the king and Raa Kook; when the wamen re- 
ceived them with much joy, preſenting cocoa- 
nuts and ſweet drinks in abundance. The ladies 
now ſat down ; and, with ſome leaves, proceeded 
to make mats, this being a favourite employ» 
ment among them. The king, after informing 
Capt. Wilſon that this houſe was deſtined for 
his refidence, apologized for leaving them, by 
ſay ing that he was going to bathe, In the mean 
| time, 
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time, the general, at the queen's requeſt, con- 
ducted our people before her apartment, where: 


ſhe converſed with them a conſiderable time, by 
means of her brother: ſhe wanted much to ſee 
the colour of the Engliſe's ſkin, on which one of 
the people bared his arm for her majeſty's ſatiſ- 
faction. Raa Kook, the general, now took them 
to his own houſe; where they were welcomed 
without any parade. His wife, among other 
things, gave them a broiled pigeon, a delicacy 
that only falls to the ſhare of the dignified. There 
the character of the general appeared in anew 
and intereſting light: his children encompaſſed 
bim; and climbing to his knees, fondly careſſed 
their father, while his ſupreme pleaſure appeared 
to be centered in rolling and toſſing them about: 
he handed his young bantlings to our people, as 
if they could not fail of ſhewing them the ſame 
regard. The intereſt of this domeſtic ſcene, how- 
ever, fo much occupied the minds of our captain 
and his retinue, that it got quite dark before 
they thought of retiring. Raa Kock begged they 


would diſpenſe with his attendance, and ordered 


the Malay to conduct them to their deſtined ha- 
bitation, where they found ſome fiſh for ſup- 
per, ſent by the king, who had fetired when he 
found they were gone out with his brother: 


Though the night proved rempeſtuous, "their 
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houſe was fo well thatched, that the rain could 
not penetrate. 


In the morning the captain and his compa- 
nions received a meſſage from the king, defiring 
their company to breakfaſt: they were conducted 
to the queen's houſe, which conſiſted of one great 
room, covered with bamboo: at one end was the 
kitchen, but it was not parted off; and the cooks 
were bufied in preparing breakfaſt, When our 
people were ſeated, the king removed a mat, and 
diſcovered himſelf and the queen fitting behind 
it. This was ſuppoſed to be only a temporary 
air of ſtate, adopted by the advice of the Malay: 
the king, however, diſreliſhed it ſo much, that it 
was never afterwatds attempted. After breakfaſt, 
it was ſignified to the ſurgeon, that Abba Thulle 
wiſhed him to go a little way into the country 
with a perſon that: ſhould attend him; but as the 
purpoſe for this journey was not declared, Mr. 
Sharp refuſed to comply, till he was induced by 
the offer of the gentleman who had taken the por- 
traits of the women, to accompany him. Pre- 
ſently appeared the identical Rupack who had 
fixed his eyes on Mr, Sharp as a token that he 
choſe him for his Sucalie, or friend, at the firſt 
viſit the king made us on our iſland; a circum- 
1 which they created ſome ſuſpicion, leſt 

. theſe 


BE 
theſe Rupacks were ſingling us out for victims, 
| Inſtead of friends. They cheerfully put them- 
ſelves under the conduct of this good Rupack, 
called Arra Zook: in their road, they met Capt. 
Wilſon's ſervant, who had been out with his gun 
to kill ſome fowl for his maſter's dinner; the 
Rupack wiſhed him alſo to be of the company, 
at which Mr. Sharp was not diſpleaſed. After 
advancing about three miles, they found the heat 
ſo exceſſive, that our people were for returning 
back; but were prevented, on obſerving that rhe 
Rupack was greatly affected at their determina- 
tion, When they had walked a mile and a half 
further, they came to a larger plantation, at one 
end of which ſtood the Rupack's houſe. They en- 
tered, and were immediately preſented with re- 
freſhments. After the repaſt, the Rupack intro- 
duced his wife and children to his gueſts. The 
reaſon he was ſo very ſolicitous for Mr. Sharp's 
company appeared to be this: one of the little 
one's was afflicted with bad ulcers, from a kind 
of boils, which, it ſeems, is a diſorder peculiar 
to the country. He ſaid that he had unſuccets- 
fully tried fomentations made of ſelect plants; 
and had occaſionally, when the inflammation 
would permit, put ſome chinam into the wounds 
with a view to exterminate the proud fleſh, As 


the ſurgeon was convinced he could not regularly 
K attend 
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attend this caſe, he adviſed the father to continue 
the ſame methods, having himſelf nothing better 
to offer. Juſt as they were about to return to 
Pelew, the ſervants of the hoſpitable Rupack 
appeared, almoſt finking under large baſkets of 
yams and cocoa-nuts, which he ſaid they ſhould 
carry to the king's town, for the better conve- 
nience of ſending them to Oroolong, for their 
particular uſe. He had a rooſt of tame pigeons, 
which he valued highly; and while his eyes were 
furcharged with tears on parting with bis new 
friends, he ſaid they had afforded him ſo much 
conſolation, by looking at his poor fick child, 
that he was determined to ſend them all his pi- 
geons as ſoon as their ſhip was built. Theſe gen- 
tlemen immediately returned to Pelew, in com- 
pany with the ſervants of Arra Zook, who had the 
preſents of yams and cocoa-nuts in their charge, 


The next day, being Monday, the king held 
a great council in the forenoon, in the open air, 
nearly oppofite the houſe allotted our captain 
and his people : he was ſurrounded by ſeveral of 
his chiefs, each ſeated on a fingle ſtone, placed 
near the outer border of the pavement ; that ap- 
propriated to the uſe of the king was higher than 
the others, and cloſe to its fide was one yet higher, 


on which he ſometimes reſted his arm : they 


argue 


18 


argue from ſide to ſide; and it was underſtood that 
queſtions were determined by the plurality of 
voices. The captain and his people had a full 
view of the buſineſs, which they eaſily under- 
ſtood by their geſtures, and on hearing the words 
Englees and Artingall often repeated; meaning they 


could eaſily make war on the iſland ot Artingall, 


with the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh. When the 
council was over, the king accordingly made a 
requeſt for ten men, to go againſt the ſame people 
as before; and the captain acquieſced nearly in 
the ſame manner: on this occaſion, however, he 
aſked to know the origin of the war; and was 
anſwered by Abba Thulle, by help of the lin- 
guiſt, that ſome time back, during a feſtival at 
Artingall, one of his brothers and two of his 
Rupacks had been murdered ; and that theſe 
people, inſtead of giving up the aſſaſſins, had 
afforded them protection. Our captain begged 
that he would not detain the men longer than 
was abſolutely neceſſary for that ſervice; to which 
his majeſty anſwered to the following effe& : — 
] cannot in decency ſend my faithful allies back 
the moment I have had their ſervices ; but I will 
keep them only two or three days afterwards, 
that they may be made joyful.” In the after- 
noon, our people were taken to fee ſome canoes, 
Juſt returned from a ſucceſsful expedition, hav- 
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ing brought in one empty prize from the enemy. 
A capture of this fort is here held of equal im- 
portance to the taking a firſt-rate man of war in 
Europe. In the evening there was a dance of 
the warriors ; which did not conſiſt of capering, 
ſo much, as of a particular way of balancing them- 
ſelves; the whole company ſinging all the while, 
During this rejoicing, two large tubs of ſweet 
liquor were brought in, which was firſt ſerved 
to our people and the perſons of diſtinction pre- 
ſent, aad next to the warriors. 


The captain would have returned to Oroolong 
this day, Tueſday, if the weather had not proved 
unfavourable: they therefore paſſed the time, by 
taking a ramble farther into the country : the 
lands appeared to be pretty well cultivated, and 
the villages full of inhabitants ; they noticed, 
that the lower orders of the women were buſied in 
looking after the yam plantations, which are moſtly 
in ſwampy ground ; others they found employed” 
in making baſkets and mats, and in nurſing their 
children. The employment of the men ſeemed 
to be that of gathering cocoa-nuts, felling trees, 
and making ſpears and darts. On Wedneſday the 
people dined with Abba Thulle on pigeons; and 
on Thurſday, after breakfaſt, the weather prov- 
ing fair, they requeſted his majeſty's leave to 

| return 
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return to their own iſland, which he granted, 
after perſuading them to remain another day. The 
jolly-boat was previouſly loaded by the natives 
with every neceſſary the iſland afforded ; and 
about two o'clock they embarked: before they 


left the ſhore, three cheers were given, as uſual; 


which the king joined in perſon to return : his 
uſual gravity left him on this occaſion, and he 
aided the men, women and children, in loud 
huzzas, and endeavoured to make his zeal con- 
ſpicuous. We joyfully received our captain and 
his travelling companions about nine o'clock ; 
when they related to us the preceding account. 
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CHAP. VI. 


F we found ourſelves happy on our good cap- 

tain's arrival, he was no leſs pleaſed to ob- 
. ſerve that the work on the veſſel had been aſſidu- 
ouſly carried on, and that the utmoſt harmony 
had ſubſiſted among the artificers. On Satur- 
day the 6th, the jolly-boat and pinnace were 
again ſent to the wreck of the Antelope ; and in 
the evening returned with planks, nails, and 
ſeveral other neceffaries, eſpecially coals. And 
this day the ten men were ſelected, deſtined to 
aſſiſt the king of Pelew in battle againſt his ad- 
verſaries: nor was it a difficult matter by any 
means, as every one ſhewed a readineſs for the 
ſervice. On Sunday, the weather turning out 
fine, it was determined not to loſe the opportu- 
nity of purſuing the building of the veſſel. Four 
canoes laden with fiſn, viſited us in the after- 
noon; and making an exchange with them of 
ſome old iran, we obtained a ſufficient quantity 
for each man's ſupper. Notwithſtanding the fa- 
tigues of the day, the captain ſummoned the com- 
pany to prayers in the evening, 


Next 


„ 
Next day Abba Thulle arrived, with his brothers, 
chief miniſter, and ſeveral Rupacks, bringing ſome 
fiſh which his people had caught in nets. Theſe 
were a fingular fiſh, about three fect long, and 
one acroſs, with a very bony and thick head : in- 
deed, the bone was ſo hard as to reflect fire, when 
ſtruck with an axe, in order to compreſs it in the 
ſtew-pan. The meat reſembled that of the cod, 
ſolid and firm: it is in great eſtimation among 
the natives; and it may truly be eſteemed a 
delicacy. The China-men cooked their allotment 
with rice, and other ingredients, giving it the 
name of Chow-Chow.” The king and his re- 
tinue were greatly aſtoniſhed at the appearance of 
the veſſel, and at the occupations of the different 
artificers; particularly the blackſmith, around 
whom they crouded, endeavouring to catch the 
ſparks of fire, notwithſtanding they felt their 
warmth pretty ſenfibly on their naked bodies. 
Admiring the fortifications, a fix-pounder was 
fired at their requeſt ; and fo conſcious were they 
of its executive power, that Abba Thulle re- 
queſted he might have it to the war : nor could 
our captain divert this fond idea, without the 
utmoſt difficulty —ſo fully was he bent on de- 
ſtroying the common enemy. At length the king 
departed with his ten men, though with ſome re- 
luctance at leaving the fix-pounder behind. 
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On Wedneſday the 1oth of September, the 
ſeine was hauled up quite empty; and all the un- 
packed beef being now expended, ſome of the 
company went out to collect cabbages and peri- 
winkles. The whole ſtore of proviſion was now 
examined; and a ſtated part put by for the voyage, 
to be touched on no account. This evening 
there was heavy lightning, and much rain. Sunday 
the 14th, it was found that ſome of the hams had 
been cut off the preceding night; and with a view 
to diſcover the aggreſſor, an allowance of a double 
quantity of grog was offered for a week, or ten 
dollars when we ſhould arrive at Macoa, to any 
one who would give information. But the thief, or 
thieves, had the good fortune to eſcape detection. 


On Monday the 1 5th, after a very tempeſtuous 
night, part of our people arrived from the war, 
and aſſured us that the others would ſoon follow; 
which they accordingly did inthe evening. Mr. 
Wilſon, and another perſon, had been overſet 
on their return : a ſudden ſquall of wind coming 
on, the canog was turned over before they 
could lower their fails. There were four natives 
with them at the time; two of whom ſeized the 
muſquets with one hand, and with the other ſuſ- 
tained the two gentlemen, while the others were 
employed in forming a raft with the bamboos, 

ropes, 


1 


ropes, and paddles. But while they continued 
floating in this diſtreſſing manner, the canoe ſud- 
denly righted. The other canoes had much labour 
to eſcape to the ſhore; but as ſoon as they had 
landed our men, they inſtantly returned to take 
up poor Wilſon and his companion, who had now 
been floating and clinging to the raft upwards of 
two hours; indeed till they were nearly exhauſted. 
Captain Wilſon was ſo overjoyed at the ſafety of 
his brother and the other perſon, that he diſ- 
tributed ſome files, and ſome pieces of iron for 
hatchets, to the natives who conducted them on 


| ſhore, 


The party brought news that the Pelew monarch 
had routed his forces. In fact, the tranſactions 
of this expedition being intereſting, a better ac- 
count cannot be given than from Mr. Wilſon's 
own words, who gratified and entertained us with 
the ſubject, as ſoon as he had recovered from the 
ill effects of his unfortunate accident. We ar- 
rived off Artingall a ſhort time before day- break; 
and here the ſquadrons halted till the riſing of 
the ſun, it being an invariable rule with the 
Pelewans never to fall on an enemy in the dark, 
or to take him by ſurprize ; a nobleneſs of conduct 
not to be met with among conquerors in civiliaed 
nations. As the day appeared, the enemy were 

L ſummoned, 
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ſummoned, after their manner, to a parley; but 
Abba Thulle had long before this ſent notice to 
the king of Artingall, that he meant to invade him. 
After a few ineffectual attempts to procure a 
peaceable reconciliation, our new king command- 
ed the conch to be ſounded; and having on the 
ſcarlet coat with which my brother had preſented 
him, he ſtood up in his canoe, and waved his 
chinam-ſtick in the air, as a fign for the warriors 
to ſtand in order of battle. The canoes of the 
enemy were arranged cloſe under the land ; where 
they bid us defiance ; but did not ſhew any in- 
tention of coming out to an attack, Our ten 
men were ſeparated in the canoes of the king, his 
brother, and the Rupacks; each being armed 
with a muſquet, cutlaſs, bayonet, and piſtol. 
There were ſeveral light canoes conſtantly em- 
ployed in carrying orders to the chiefs; and they 
cut the water with ſuch aſtoniſhing velocity, that 
our people called them the“ Frigate Canoes.” ' 


* The king, ſeeing he could effect nothing ma- 
terial while the enemy remained ſo cloſe to the 
ſhore, made uſe of an artful ſtratagem to draw 
them out. He ordered a ſquadron of canoes to 
hide behind ſome high land ; after which he made 
a feint to run away, and ſetting the example with 
his own canoe, was immediately followed by the 

reſt, 
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reſt, as if panic-ſtruck. This well concerted 
management gave inſtant ſpirits to the warriors 
of Artingall; and, if they now laboured under 
any difficulty, it was becauſe they could not pur- 
ſue their enemy faſt enough. But as ſoon as 
they were got out ſome little diſtance, the con- 
cealed canoes ruſhed between them and the land, 
and effectually cut off their retreat. On this, 
our ſagacious chief turned about; and ordering his 
fleet to form themſelves into diviſions, a general 
attack commenced. The ſpears flew about on 
both ſides with much vigour; and our people at 
the ſame time kept up an inceſſant fire, which 
killed great numbers of the poor Artingalls, who 
were confoundedly puzzled to ſee their comrades 
drop, with holes in their bodies, without receiv- 
ing either a blow or ſpear. In proportion as 
theſe poor wretches felt diſmay, the natives of 
Pelew derived courage ; and they now got up 
in their canoes, and filled the air with the moſt 
horrid ſhouts of exultation. At length, the Ar- 
tingalls, finding themſelves unequal to the con- 
teſt, took to flight; and notwithſtanding the 
ſquadron in their rear, they all regained their 
own ſhore, except ſix canoes, with nine men, 
which was eſteemed a capital prize. From the 
commencement to the concluſion, the conflict did 
not laſt three hours; and, after trying in vain to 
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provoke another engagement, the king of Pelew 
prepared to return home. 


The nine priſoners were every one wounded : 
and ſo rigidly did our allies adhere to their cuſ- 
toms, that our utmoſt entreaties could not prevail 
on them to ſpare the lives of theſe unhappy men ; 
they put them to almoſt inſtant death. Among 
theſe priſoners was a Rupack, being known by 
the bone on his wriſt, which they ſtrove to take 
away ; but this gallant chief would by no means 
part with it, and loſt his life in the defence of his 
honourable badge : his head was ſtruck off, and 
fixed before the king's houſe at Pelew, ſtuck on 
a bamboo. Two of the priſoners were in my ca- 
noe ; the one had a broken thigh, and the other 
was much wounded by the ſpears : when the peo- 
ple of this country go to war, they dreſs their 
hair in a particular manner, and collect it in a 
great bunch on the tops of their heads ; but when 
conquered, they untie and pull it over their faces, 
as a ſignal, that they are ready for death: as ſoon 
as theſe unhappy men had in this manner ſignified 
that they were prepared, the natives ordered them 
to fit down in the bottom of the boat; the one 
with his broken thigh quietly ſubmitted ; but 
the other refuſing to comply with this requiſition, 
one of the conquerors haſtily fnatched the bayonet 

- from 


an 


from my ſide, and plunged it into his body. 
The poor wretch did not utter a fingle ſigh, al- 
though he was a long time bleeding to death. 


*© The firſt mate, by the moſt earneſt entreaty, 
had ſaved another of the wounded priſoners from 
violence nearly two hours : but one of the na- 
tives who had been wounded by the enemy, 
watched an opportunity to ſnatch a kind of dag- 
ger from the Malay, and ſtabbed the poor fel- 
low with great eagerneſs. While expiring, he 
did not ſeem to pay the ſmalleſt attention to his 
unhappy ſituation ; but cloſed his eyes in admi- 
ration at the appearance and the colour of the 
Engliſh. He was a native of Artingall, and had 
undoubtedly never ſeen any Europeans before. 


In our return home, the king ſtopped at 
ſeveral of his ſubje& places, where he expoſed 
the dead carcaſes of the enemy in triumph ; and 
the inhabitants were ſo exceedingly rejoiced at the 
ſpectacle, that they preſented us with ſweet 
drinks and other refreſhments. A few only of 
the Pelew warriors were wounded ; there was not 
one killed in this conteſt. When we arrived at 
the king's capital, the uſual demonſtrations of 
Joy took place; and the word Englees was fre- 


quently repeated in their ſongs, The dead cap- 
tives 
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tives were expoſed every day, till their bodies 
became ſo very putrid, that they were conſigned 
to the ſea. Artingall, againſt which this arma- 
ment was directed, ſeemed to be the largeſt of 
theſe iſlands. Such are the outlines of this 

ſingular expedition. | 


We continued to exert our utmoſt abilities in 
forwarding the veſſel: ſhe was not more than one- 
fixth the ſize of the Antelope, and we wiſhed to 
ſheath her with copper, but were prevented by 
the want of nails. Notwithſtanding the exceſſive 
labour of the day, a ſhort allowance now took 
place; a hardſhip, however, which was ſometimes 
mitigated, by procuring ſome damaged rice from 
the wreck ; but which would have been diſdained 
in the hours and in the land of abundance. Some 
how or other, we could not catch any fiſh, in ſpite 
'of every endeavour; we either did not know 
where to make the attempt, or were ignorant of 
the requiſite baits.—September 22, the pinnace 
returning from the Antelope, brought word that 
the king had ſent his canoes, and they had actually 
carried away a fix-pounder : this was a proceeding 
we could by no means account for, and gave us 
ſome uneaſineſs. On Sunday the 28th, Raa Kook 
arrived, in company with two chiefs of ſome of 
the adjacent iſlands; they brought with them 
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yams, cocoa-nuts, and three jars of moloſſes, as 
a preſent. We were at prayers when they ar- 
rived; but Raa Kook would not ſuffer the ce- 
remony to be interrupted, and joined in it, with 
his retinue, to the beſt of their capacity. In the 
mean time, the Malay arrived from the king, and 
was going to deliver his meſſage in the midſt of 
our devotions; but Raa Kook ordered him to be 
filent till the captain had done reading. When 
prayers were ended, the general received his oral 
diſpatches ; and, ſoon after, requeſted of Capt. 
Wilſon, that he would favour the king his brother 
with fifteen men and a ſwivel- gun, to go on another 
expedition. The foreſight of this good king may 
be here remarked ; knowing it was our intention 
to leave the iſland as ſoon as poſſible, he ſeriouſly 
meant to conquer all his enemies, before that time 
ſhould arrive. But before the captain would 
conſent to this requeſt, he laid a liſt of grievances 
before the general, entreating an explanation. 
They were theſe: the theft of the ſix-pounder 
from the ſhip; a ſuggeſtion, from the Malay, 
that the king expected homage from our people, 
when at Pelew, as if they were his own ſubjects ; 
their ſending home the ſailors from the laſt war, 
unaſtended by any Rupacks, which had like to 
have coſt Mr. M. Wilſon and another perſon their 
lives; and, laſtly, the inhuman manner of treating 
their 


1 | 


their priſoners, which he would not conſent to, in 
future, by any means. The countenance of the 
general, on hearing theſe complaints, ſtrongly 
pictured the anguiſh of his feelings; and, as ſoon 
as the fulneſs of his heart would permit, he broke 
ſilence. He ſaid, that the king had ,been ſur- 
rounded by ſtrangers to compliment him on his 
late ſucceſſes, and that the univerſal requeſt was, 
that he would introduce them to the wonderful 
people who had aſſiſted him; but that his bro- 
ther, knowing ſuch a ſtep would greatly incom- 
mode us, and retard the building of our veſſel, 
had checked their earneſtneſs for the vifit, on 
promiſing to ſhew them an inſtrument for killing 
people at a great diſtance, which theſe ſtrangers 
had; that in conſequence he ſent for the fix- 
pounder, with a moſt ſolemn intention to replace 
it again; and that, in the mean time, he, the 
general, had orders to apologize to Capt. Wilſon 
for the liberty. As to any reverence being ex- 
pected from our people, he vehemently diſavowed 
the intention, and ſaid, that it muſt be either a 
contrivance or a miſconception of the Malay. 
And, as to ſending home the men without proper 
conveniences and attendants, it aroſe from the 
hurry of the mate, who would not allow time for 
the execution of their intention in that particular. 
Laſtly he ſaid, that the ſeverity ſhewn to priſoners, 

was 
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was totally repugnant to their feelings, and what 
had not been practiſed till lately, merely from 
ſtate neceſſity. It had once been the cuſtom to 
employ the priſoners in the capacity of ſervants ; 
but as ſoon as they. had acquired a knowledge of 
the creeks and landing-places, they eſcaped to 
their own country, and were frequently the in- 
ſtigators of new wars, from an idea that their 
knowledge of the internal ſtate of the iſland would 
procure certain adyantages. But that, however, 
as the reſource of putting ſuch captives to death 
met the diſapprobation of Capt. Wilſon, he pledg- 
ed hiniſelt that the cuſtom ſhould from thence- 
forth be aboliſhed. This explanation reſtored tran- 
quillity to both parties; and the captain, after 
holding a conference, agreed to ſpare a ſwivel- 
gun, and ten men only ; which greatly delighted 
the general, although it was five leſs than his 
requeſt. After having ſupped, the general and 
the two Rupacks retired to reſt ; and about noon 
next day he ſet off for Pelew, with his detachment 
and the ſwivel-gun. This appeared to be a capital 
expedition, as many of the neighbouring Rupacks, 
not ſubject to the king, were to attend him, which 
was not the caſe before. 


Tueſday, the goth of September, the new 
veſſel was ſo far advanced, that having planked 
oy M her 
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her up as high as the bends, we began to trench 
under her bottom, with a view to plank to the keel: 
but this had nearly foiled all our exertions; for, in 
the beginning of the night, the tide riſing higher 
than uſual, broke into the trench, and had nearly 
waſhed the blocks away from under the veſſel; 
the miſchief, however, was luckily diſcovered in 
time; and, notwithſtanding the fatigues of the 
paſt day, and the unſeaſanableneſs of the night, 
all hands inftantly went to work to fill up the 
trench, in order to ſecure our ſhip from falling 
off the ſtocks. When day-light appeared, the 
damage was found greater than had been at firſt 
conjectured, After this, we .contrived a bank 
or dam to keep out the tide in future. This un- 
lucky circumſtance happened while three of our 
beſt men were ill, and ten others abſent with the 
king of Pelew; ſo that the labour fell very hard 
on the reſt. On Thurſday the 2d of October, 
the jolly-boat, fitted with fails, was diſpatched 
to Pelew for proviſions; and the fick under 
the ſurgeon's care being recovered, the captain 
defired he would go in the boats, and viſit Raa 
Kook's ſon, agreeable to a requeſt before made 
by the father: this young-man had been wounded 
in he foot by a ſpear, which had cauſed a ſwell- 
g and inflammation, 
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The operations in our dock- yard were at this 
time much impeded by the abſence of ſo many 
men; but it did not diſcourage thoſe left behind. 
About the 4th and 5th of October, we had much 
lightning from the eaſtward, with frequent ſqualls 
and heavy rain: and the morning of the 6th 
opened with thunder and lightning, inſomuch 
that the people could not leave their tents till the 
afternoon. The jolly-boat had now been abſent 
four days; which appearing to be much longer 
than was neceflary, we were alarmed for their 
fafety: but in the midſt of our apptehenſions, 
they arrived, having only been detained by con- 
trary winds: they brought us ſome yams and 
other proviſion; with news, that the late warlike 
expedition againſt Artingall was over, and had 
turned out very ſucceſsful. The ſurgeon re- 
ported, that the king would not ſuffer our people 
to return till they had partook a ſhare in the ge- 


neral rejoicings which were then going forward 


at Pelew.— The coppers belonging to the An- 
telope had been carried off by the natives, when 
they firſt went to the wreck; and complaint hav- 
ing been made to Raa Kook, of the inconvenience 
we were put to, for want of them, the king had, 
ever fince, been indefatigable in diſcovering the 
perſons who committed the treſpaſs; and having at 
laſt ſucceeded, he returned them to us by the jolly- 
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boat, as alſo the ſwivel-gun, which it ſeems had 
done much execution. As ſoon as the jolly- 
boat arrived at Pelew, the ſurgeon immediately 
repaired towards the general's houſe, having hisin- 
ſtruments with him, with a view to relieve the 
wounded youth: but, ere he entered, the fa- 
ther came out, with grief ſeated on his coun- 
tenance, which was occaſioned by the death 
of his fon, not from the illneſs which our 
ſurgeon came to cure, but from the - moſt 
conſpicuous intrepidity ; for being ſomewhat 
relieved from the anguiſh of his wound by 
a native, and finding himſelf juſt able to ſtand 
up occaſionally in a canoe, and throw a ſpear, 
he infiſted on going with the late armament 
againſt Artingall: but early in the battle, in an 
eagerneſs to get cloſe to. the enemy, he re- 
ccived a dart, which, entering between the throat 
and clavicle, put an inſtant end to his exiſtence, 
The general, however, introduced the ſurgeon, 
and the people that went in the jolly-boat, to 
our countrymen, who were ſeated with the king 
and the Rupacks. They paid their reſpects to 
his majeſty ; and, after partaking of ſome refreſh- 
ments, Raa Kook took the ſurgeon and boatſwain 
to the water-fide, where they found upwards of 
twenty Rupacks: a large canoe was in waiting; 
and the general placed theſe two gentlemen in it 
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firſt; after which, there was much ceremony and 
complaiſance among the chiefs about the pre- 
cedence of entering. The canoe proceeded to 
a little iſland oppoſite Pelew, at the diſtance of 
about three miles: from thence the general took 
them ſome little way up the country, to five or 
ſix deſolate houſes, near which was a ſquare pave- 
ment. From this place, the general diſpatched a 
meſſenger; and when he returned, they went 
about half a mile farther, . to another ſquare pave- 
ment, in the middle of which were large quan- 
tities of yams and cocoa - nuts in piles, with ſherbet 
and ſweet drink. A large multitude of natives 
were collected near this ſpot; and they all 
roſe up very reſpectfully at the appearance 
of Mr. Sharp and his companion. Being feat- 
ed, the attendants ſerved out the refreſhments, 
firſt to the general and our people, and then to 
ſurrounding natives. It was ſomewhat” fingular, 
that, on this occaſion, old cocoa-nuts were uſed ; 
out of reſpe&, however, te the Engliſh, they 
were ſerved in new ones. As the ſurgeon and 
boatſwain were unacquainted with the nature and 
defign of the ceremony, they were much ſur- 
priſed at hearing, when the repaſt was ended, 
the doleful lamentations of women at ſome dif- 
tance; and going to the place from whence the 
ſounds proceeded, they obſerved a concourſe of 
females following a dead body, tied up in a mar, 
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and laid on 4 ſort of bier, made of bamboos, car̃- 
ried by four men on their ſhoulders : theſe were 
the only males in company: Our gentlemen fol- 
lowed to the place of interment, where the body 
was depofited without any religious ceremony, 
the bearers filling up the grave with their hands 
and feet, while the women knelt down, and again 
vented the moſt piercing cries, at times indicat- 
ing as if their frenzy would lead them to tear 
up the corpſe again. It now ſtruck the mind of 
Mr. Sharp, that this was the funeral of Raa 
Kook's valiant ſon: but he could not imagine 
why ſo much ſecreſy was obſerved ; unleſs it aroſe 
| from the inward feelings of the father, who pro- 
bably could not ſpeak his grief. The weather 
proving bad, our gentlemen were obliged to take 
up their lodging in the general's houſe ; who, 
the next morning, after they were all met, gave 
an old woman ſome orders that they did not un- 
derſtand ; on which ſhe retired, but preſently re- 
turned with two old cocoa-nuts, a bundle of 
beetle-nut with the leaves, and ſome red ochre. 
Taking up one of the cocoa-nuts, the general 
crofled it with the ochre tranſverſely, and then 
put it on the ground by his fide : he then fat 
penſive for ſome time; and at length, in the 
greateſt agitations, muttered ſome words as if to 


himſelf. After this, he croſſed the ſecond cocoa- 
| nut 
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nut with ochre, and then the beetle - nut, fitting 
penſively over them. When ſome little time had 
elapſed, he called the old attendant ; and giving 
her directions, delivered her the bundle of bee- 
tle- nut, and the two cocoa- nuts, with which ſhe 
went to the youth's grave; but our gentlemen 
did not judge it prudent to follow her. 15 bs 
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MA | "HIS day, Thurſday the 19th of October, 
J alt our intrepid warriors returned, in com- 
pany with Raa Kock, bringing with them ſome 
yams and two or three jars of moloſſes. One of 
the gentlemen who was preſent, gave me the fol- 
lowing particulars of this third battle, 


* On our arrival before Artingall, we ſaw no 
appearance of canoes, the enemy not having any 
inclination to meet us : the troops therefore land- 
ed, under the conduct of Raa Kook, the king 
remaining in his canoe, from whence he diſpatch- 
ed orders occaſionally. Our ſailors were requeſt- 
ed not to go on ſhore; but as ſoon as they per- 
ceived the enemy were about to encounter the 
general's forces, they left the canoes, and laid 
fiege to ſome of the houſes of Artingall, while 
the ſwivel-gun, from a canoe, played on others 
filled with people: by this means, the enemy 
were diſlodged, and one of the houſes ſet on fire; 
they, however, greatly annoyed us with ſhowers 
of ſpears, and would have driven us back, if the 
muſquetry had not diſconcerted them. The poor 


natives of Artingall diſplayed a confiderable ſhare 
of 
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of courage; they defended the houſe on fire till 
it was about to fall on their heads: nor were the 
natives of Pelew leſs active and intrepid; one of 
them ran to the blazing houſe, tore off a burning 
brand, and inſtantly carrying it to another houſe 
where the enemy were aſſembled, ſet it in flames, 
and returned unhurt to his companions. The 
king, to reward his merit, placed a ſtring of 
beads in his ear, &c. with his own hand, and af- 
terwards created him a Rupack. In this attack 
five canoes were deſtroyed, which had been hauled 
on ſhore, together with the wharf or cauſeway, 
which was larger than that at Pelew. But the 
greateſt acquiſition ſeemed to be the capture of 
the ſtone on which the Artingall king fat in coun- 
cil. On our part, Raa Kook's ſon, and another 
youth of rank, were killed, and thirty or forty 
wounded: moſt of whom afterwards died. When 
we returned to Pelew, great rejoicings com- 


menced, which were not a little heightened "7 | 


the acquiſition of the council ſtone.” 


The morning after our men returned from Pe- 
lew, the chief mate fell from one of the ſtages 
built round our veſſel, and received much hurt. 
About this time Capt. Wilſon thought proper to 
comply with a requeſt made by the king to pay 
him and the Rupacks in the neighbouring iſles a 
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vifit: he ſet out, on the gth, with Raa Kook, 
taking only his ſon, a ſervant, and the linguiſt; 
and did not return till Monday the 13th. Nothing 
very remarkable happened in the courſe of this 
viſit: the time was ſpent in-travelling to different 
 iflands contiguous to Pelew; where Rupacks 
ſeemed to have a ſort of ſovereign command, 
but nevertheleſs ſubordinate to the king of Pe- 
tew, which was obſerved by the deference they 
paid him. One day, during this excurſion, Raa 
Kook begged that he might fire off one of our 
muſquets : leave was given; but not placing the 
piece cloſe to his ſhoulder, the ſhock of the diſ- 
charge knocked him backwards, which occa- 
ſioned much diverfion to the ſpectators: he was 
puzzled to find out why an inanimate inſtrument 
ſhould uſe him ſo roughly, as he had noticed it 
did not take any ſuch effect on our people. This cir» 
cumſtance, however, did not diminiſh his friend- 
ſhip ; and he infiſted on accompanying the cap- 
tain to Oroolong. But, to return to our domeſtic 
affairs: our cook had lately become ſo negligent, 
that he frequently ſpoiled his diſhes; and was 
even ſtrongly ſuſpected, in concert with his aſſiſt- 
ant, one of the Chineſe, of putting part of the 
{mall quantity of meat allowed, to his own ſepa- 
rate uſe; he was therefore unanimouſly voted a 
Ps for the captain would not iſſue any pu- 
niſhment 
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niſhment or cenſure without firſt obtaining a ma- 
jority. This afternoon, a woman landed from a 
canoe; and, after examining our veſſel on the 
ſtocks, proceeded to the ſmith's ſhop, and from 
thence to the cook's habitation. After ſatisfying 
her curioſity, ſhe retired to her canoe, where her 
attendants appeared to be in waiting. She was 
the firſt female who had yet paid us a viſit.— Thurſ- 
day the 16th, a canoe came in with fiſh, and a 
turtle of upwards of two hundred pounds weight : 
Raa Kook ſent it to the king, but gave us the fiſh, 
Indeed, we frequently received very ſeaſonable 
preſents of this food from our good friends, 
which enabled us to ſave our hams, 


Next day the king arrived, eſcorted by nine 
canoes; he brought with him his youngeſt daugh- 
ter, named Erre Beſs, and nine or ten other wo- 
men; among whom was one which attracted our 
attention in a very particular manner, as ſhe ſur- 
paſſed her countrywomen in elegance and beauty; 
the was very young, and had a moſt engaging 
manner in her walk: we found that her name 
was Ludee, and that ſhe was one of the king's 
wives. The women appeared to be both ſur- 
prized and delighted at every thing they ſaw be- 
longing to us. Abba Thulle informed our cap- 
tain, that the Engliſh muſquets had happily pro- 
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cured a peace with all his neighbours, and that tos 
on his own conditions: and he ſaid he told them, 
that if they proved refractory in future, that his 
good allies the Engliſh would come back in a 
greater ſhip, and revenge their inſults. But not 
thinking it ſafe to rely on ſuch ſecurity, he begged 
the captain to leave him ſome muſquets and pow- 
der, which was agreed to. After dinner, he 
took his canoes to the watering-place ; where he 
had not been long before he ſent for Capt. Wil- 
ſon : ſome of the canoes were juſt returned from 
fiſhing, and their cargoes being divided in two 
parcels, one of them, confiſting of ten large 
fiſh, was meant for us; but the captain would ac- 
cept of four only, telling the king that the reſt 
would ſtink before his people could uſe them : 
on which, this benevolent and careful prince or- 
dered the other fix to be cured after their man- 
ner, and next morning ſent them to Oroolong. 
Three of the natives of Artingall being now with 
the king, our captain invited them to breakfaſt 
with him; and they accordingly came, in com- 
pany with the general: they were ſhewn the works 
that were carrying on; and happening to obſerve 
the ſmall arms, they gave us to underſtand, by 
very expreſſive geſtures, that thoſe were the wea- 
pons that had killed their- countrymen at Artin- 
call: however, they did not ſeem to bear us any 
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animoſity, for they ſhook hands with us in a very 
cordial manner, and expreſſed much gratitude 
for the kindneſs with which we treated them. 
Monday the 2oth, the king ſent us more fiſh, 2 
baſket of yams, and another of plantains. Raa 
Kook being indiſpoſed, at the back of the iſland, 
where the king took up his reſidence, becauſe 
his people ſhould not impede us in the building 
of our veſſel, our ſurgeon went to ſee him; and 
finding that his diſorder was a fever, occafioned 
by a large boil on his arm, he adminiſtered what 
he thought proper, and in the evening found that 
his patient was much better. Two women ſat by 
him, among other attendants, who had disfigured 
themſelves by ſcratching their breaſts and ſto- 
machs with a prickly kind of leaf: they were 
probably his wives; and this was the manner they 
expreſſed concern for the indiſpoſition of their 
We: 7-5 - of 


While ſome of our people were fitting with the 
king, a flying fox ſettled on a tree juſt by; and 
the captain's ſervant having his piece loaded, ſhot 
the animal: the Artingall men, ſeeing it drop 
from a high tree, as if by magic, ran and took 
the creature up; and obſerving that it had holes 
in its body, very innocently obſerved, that their 
countrymen who had been killed in the late bat- 
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tle, fell down in preciſely the ſame manner, in 
conſequence of fimilar holes made through their 
Kins. The king and the general being now tole- 
rably acquainted with the nature of the muſquet, 
diverted themſelves very highly at the ſimplicity 
of their neighbours in this reſpect. Tueſday his 
mazeſty purpoſed to return to Pelew, and in the 
morning he came round, and landed on our iſland; 
on looking at our pinnace, he obſerved, that it 
wanted repair, which, in fact, was the caſe. He 
was much ſurprized at the great progreſs we had 
made in our veſſel, and appeared almoſt loſt in 
admiration at the number of ſeparate conveni- 
ences which ſhe contained. He begged that we 
would not depart without - his knowledge, as he 
meant to ſend two of his people to England. Be- 
fore his departure he aſked the captain if he would 
lend him ſome more men for another expedition; 
which being agreed to, he appeared highly ſatis- 
fied. At his requeſt, our interpreter, and the 
gentleman who, as before mentioned, had taken 
the portraits of the women, went home with 
him. Raa Kook was requeſted to ſtay till his arm 
was cured ; but he informed us that buſineſs of 
moment required his preſence at Pclew; which, 
we ſuppoſed, was to fit in council on this new 
expedition, 


Thurſday 


1 


Thurſday the 23d, the caulkers finiſhed caulk- 
ing the bottom of our veſſel; the planking of the 
top fides was alſo completed, and in the evening 
water was handed into her, to try for leaks. Next 
day, Friday, her upper-works were caulked, and 
the ſteps fixed for the maſts. In the morning a 
boat was ſent to Pelew, with the ſurgeon, to ſee 
Raa Kook's arm. On his arrival, he found the 
general much better, one of their operators hav- 
ing extracted the core of the boil with a blunt- 
edged two- penny knife, that had been given 
them: but the fleſh being much mangled to get at 
the affected part, our ſurgeon applied ſome dreſ- 
fings, and left others with him; ſo that he ſoon 
got perfectly well. The medical profeſſors at Pe- 
lew, ignorant of internal remedies, always cut 
out the part affected, if within their reach; and 
the only inſtruments they uſed for the purpoſe, 
previous to our landing, were ſhells ground to an 
edge. If operations are ſo repugnant to the feel- 
ings of patients in countries where the anatomy of 
the human frame is known, and where inſtru- 
ments are adapted to every complaint, it muſt 
certainly require a conſiderable ſhare of heroiſm 
to obtain a cure from the ſurgeons of Petew.— 
Saturday the caulking of the veſſel on the out- 
fide was finiſhed. In the afternoon our interpre- 
ter arrived from Pelew, the gentleman that went 
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with him chuſing to remain behind for the pre- 
ſent. He ſaid, that the king wanted him to give 
information reſpecting the country and the man- 
ner of the Engliſh, and the character of thoſe 
people who were at war with us. By this man 
was ſent plenty of yams and ſweetmeats, and 
five young ducks juſt fledged, the only bird of 
the kind we had ſeen.—Sunday the veſſel's bottom 
was breamed; the trench under her was filled up, 
and the dam broken down, which had been raiſed 
to keep out the tide, | 
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BB A Thulle having collected together a 
numerous fleet of canoes from the adja- 
cent iflands, who now perhaps were either in al- 
liance or ſubject to him, came on the 27th, for 
the men our captain had promiſed him ; his de- 
ſign being againſt Pelelew, the king of which 
place, it ſeems, had refuſed to deliver up two 
people that were preſerved from the Malay 
wreck: this demand was probably at the requi- 
fition of their countryman the Malay, who'was 
much in favour at the Pelew court. Our people 
had been gone only about three days on this new 
enterprize, when about midnight on the 3oth, a 
canoe was obſerved coming towards the harbour, 
and the crew calling out Euglees, we permitted 
them to land, In this canoe came Arra Zook, 
the ſucalic, or friend, of our ſurgeon ; which cir- 
cumſtance, and his attendance on this Rupack's 
ſick child, is mentioned in a preceding page. 
He informed us, that an unexpected peace had 
taken place between the contending kings, the 
natives of Pelelew having given up the men in 


diſpute; to which, it ſeems, they were wholly 
. induced 
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induced from the dread of the fire- arms. Next 
day our men arrived, who commended much the 
pleaſantneſs and fertility of Pelelew : the land 

appeared nearly level, and the houſes were larger 
and better conſtructed than thoſe at Pelew: the 
natives ſeemed to be friendly and humane ; and 
they ſhewed a very marked reſpect to our coun- 
trymen, although the object of their viſit was to 
ſpread devaſtation. The uſual rejoicings took 
place at Pelew on the happy termination of this 
expedition ; and ſongs were compoſed on the oc- 
caſien, in which theſe words could be diſtinguiſh- 
ed, ©* Englees—Heel-a-Trecoy,” (very good) and, 
Tom Roſe ; who, acting as interpreter, and being 
befides a whimſical fellow, was eſteemed a 
great favourite. The king of Pelelew being 
preſent, joined in the feaſting, though inwardly 
perhaps much againſt his inclination : he was ra- 
ther old, and of a ſtern appearance ; his hair 
grey, and his beard tapering to a narrow point. 
His ſubjects were tattooed to their navels ; but 
thoſe of Pelew did not extend the cuſtom higher 
than their thighs. 


Monday, the zd of November, our veſſel be- 
ing nearly completed, a conſultation was held, 
to fix on the ſafeſt” method of launching her; 
and it was agreed to lay ways. This was an im- 

portant 
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portant conſideration; for in caſe of an accident, 
our tools being worn out, and our reſources from 
the wreck quite at an end, we muſt have paſſed 
the reſt of our days entirely ſecluded from ob- 
jects that were continually aiding and invigorating 
our minds. But the ſafety of launching the ſhip 
was not the only fear that operated on the crew ; 
for, on Tueſday, November 4, two canoes be- 
ing obſerved off the harbour, towards night, and 
neither of them coming in, it was inſtantly con- 


cluded that they were ſpies, and that the natives, 


conſcious of our value in aiding them in battle, 
intended to prevent our departure, Every pre- 
paration was therefore made for a vigorous de- 
fence, in ſpite of the eloquence of Captain Wil- 
ſon, who infiſted that it was a degree of injuſtice 
to entertain even a ſuſpicion of a people ſo hoſpit- 
able, and a prince ſo generous and condeſcend- 
ing. He ridiculed the idea of defence, ſuppoſ- 
ing the natives really meant to detain us, as our 
ammunition was nearly expended, and they could 
ſo eafily cut off our freſh water. Theſe, and 
other arguments, however, availed nothing ; it 
was determined * that every one ſhould be on 


* The captain's official authority was at an end, when the 
loſs of the ſhip took place ; but his affable manner obtained 
him the rank of Superior, by the unanimous conſent cf the 
crew, when it was found that a mode of government was ne- 
ceſſary for our releaſe and preſervation. 
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his guard ; that the ſwivels and ſix- pounder ſhould 
be loaded with grape-ſhot, the ſmall-arms charged 
with ball, and the cartouch-boxes loaded with 
cartridges; and, leſt we might be overpowered by 
numbers, it was agreed to ſingle out the chiefs 
for the bayonet or the muſquet, with a view to 
diſmay and diſperſe the multitude. A fting of 
_ reproach thrills within me, while I confeſs, that 
I acquieſced with the reſt in opinion, that it would 
be both prudent and eligible firſt of all to ſelect 
our munificent benefactor the king, our atten- 
tive and ſedulous friend the general, and the di- 
verting, harmleſs Arra Kooker. Theſe ſuggeſ- 
tions certainly aroſe from an unmanly weakneſs 
inherent in human nature, when threatened by 
misfortune, or in fear of calamity: all of us cer- 
tainly poſſeſſed the effence of gratitude ; but it 
was over-clouded by miſconception. 


By Thurſday, the 6th, our fears were ſome- 
what diminiſhed ; and this morning the pinnace 
was ſent to Pelew with ſuch tools and iron as we 
now found unneceſſary in the forward ſtate of 
our ſhip. This was ſent as a preſent to the king, 
under direction of the captain's brother and the 
ſurgeon, with orders to inform his majeſty that 
we ſhould fail in a few days, and his company, 
with the chiefs, would be very accceptable at Oroo- 

long 


= 


long previous to the time, that the Engliſh might 
make him their unbounded acknowledgments 
for the protection and aſſiſtance he had afforded. 
One of the ſeamen, named Blanchard, overhear- 
ing this commiſhon, begged to add, that they 
would tell the king, from him, that he meant 
to ſtay behind, and refide at Pelew; but the 
captain laughing at his meſſage, he ſolemnly 
declared, . that he would not embark with us: 
the captain, however, ordered that this circum- 
ſtance ſhould not be mentioned for the preſent, 
and the boat departed. The idea of deſerting 
his comrades ſuggeſted itſelf on his return from 
the firſt expedition againſt Artingall ; and he 
then mentioned it, ſaying he would cheerfully 
join in their daily labour, as if his hopes were 
centered in getting off; but that he would end 
his days without any more encountering the 


conflicting elements at fea. As he had not appa- 


rently formed an attachment with any of the wo- 
men, his declaration had been forgotten. Next 
day, the boat returned from Pelew, having in 
company the king, his young daughter, Raa 
Kook, and ſeveral chiefs of diſtinction: they had 
been impeded by a ſtorm ; and it is remarkable, 
that though theſe people go perfectly naked, 
and frequently bathe, they fly to ſhelter_from a 
ſtorm of rain with the eagerneſs of an Engliſh 
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beau, impreſſed with the fear of ſpoiling a new 
coat. Our people in the pinnace ſupped with 
the king and his chiefs the evening before their 
arrival; and they remarked, that no one pre- 
ſumed to eat till the monarch had pronounced 
the word © Munga!” that is, Eat!“ Each 
one's ſhare was portioned out on a plantane leaf, 
which ſerved for a plate; though on great occa- 
fions they uſe a ſort of diſh made of tortoiſe-ſhell, 
and others of wood and earthenware. Supper 
ended, each perſon ſwept the refuſe of the re- 
paſt between the boards of the floor; and in 
about an hour mats were brought in, the lights 
put out, and the company took their reſt in the 
{ame room. The king now ordered his menial 
attendants to paint our veſſel, which they did 
with ochre. In the afternoon, the ſhip was low- 
ered off the blocks upon the ways ; but being too 
much over to one fide, was ſwept with a rope, and, 
to bouſe her over, a tackle got upon it. The 
king, attentive to our proceedings, fetched a 
long pole, to apply as a lever to heave the 
veſſel over; but, on a hint being given that it 
was wrong, he defiſted : ſhe was eaſily got upon 
the ways, and every thing being ready, the next 
morning was appointed for the important launch. 
The king now ſat down near the ſcene of buſtle; 
and after a ſhort converſation with his brother 

| and 
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and the chiefs, ordered it to be ſigniſied to Cap- 


tain Wilſon, that it was his requeſt he would 
change the name of the ſhip to that of the 
Oroolong, as a remembrance of the iſland, and 
the people. A ready concurrence being univer- 
ſally given, the good prince appeared more than 
commonly happy. The captain being told that 
Blanchard was coming to offer himſelf to the 
Pelew king, determined to make a merit of 
neceſhty ; and therefore ſignified to Abbe Thulle, 
that as a return for the hoſpitality with which 
the Engliſh had been treated, they would leave 
one of their comrades with him, as a perpetual 
refident, who was qualified to manage the great 
guns, and other things beyond their compre- 
henſion. The idea was by no means thrown 
away ; the king was gratified beyond mea- 
fure,—Saturday morning, the weather proved ſo 
bad, we could not attempt the launching of the 
ſhip: in the evening, an unſucceſsful attempt was 
made, on account of ſome obſtruction ; and we 
were obliged to let her remain till another tide. 
In the mean time, Blanchard having been intro- 
duced to the king as his ſubject, was moſt cour- 
teouſly received after the manner of the country, 
promiſed vo wives, and a houſe and plantations, 
with the honour of being a Rupack, or chief. 
Such a ſtrange reſolution as this, might be ſup- 
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poſed more conſonant to the auſterity of a rigid 
philoſopher, diſguſted with the views and im- 
pertinence of refined ſociety : but the preſent 
hero was only twenty years of age, abounding 
with a large ſhare of pointed humour, ſeaſoned, 
however, with a trifling portion of ſeriouſneſs ; 
and I dare aver, that were it poſſible to conti- 
nue his hiſtory to the preſent time, it would af- 
ford a conſiderable ſhare of entertainment. 


Sunday proving ſine weather, the greateſt poſ- 
fible exertions were made to get ready for the 
launch ; and every thing for that purpoſe being 
completed by ſeven o'clock in the morning, no- 
tice was ſent to the king, who preſently arrived 
with his attendants. The veſſel was happily got 
afloat amidſt the acclamations of our people, who 
were loudly joined by the natives, as if their own 
liberties depended on the event. Ve all thook 
hands in tranſports but ſeldom felt, and never 
yet deſcribed, becauſe deſcription is unequal to 
the taſk ; the eyes of the languid ſparkfed with 
a luſtre borrowed for the occaſion ; pleaſure and 
ſatis faction old ſhew themſelves in every mo- 
tion, in every act: our native country was al- 
ready in fight, and every danger vaniſhed. The 
people of Pelew caught the animating gladneſs; 


and felt themſelves uncommonly happy, becauſe 
it 
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it appeared to be the ſenſation which ſwelled the 
breaſts of their allies. 


In the afternoon the flood-tide coming in, the 
ſhip was hauled into the baſon, a deep place of 
four or five fathom water; and in the courſe of 
the night they got on board all our proviſion, 
ſtores, &c. ſuch only excepted as were meant 
for preſents to the king. In the morning, the 
anchors and cables were got on board. Abba 
Thulle being now-at the watering-place, ſent for 
our captain to attend him ; on whoſe arrival he 
ſignified, that it was determined to inveſt him 
with the order of the Bone, and to create him a 
Rupack of the firſt rank; an honour the good 
captain expreſſed himſelf proud to receive. After 
the ceremony of paſſing the bone over the joints 
of Mr. Wilſon's left-hand, and faſtening it there, 
the king told him, That this high mark 
of dignity muſt always be valiantly defended, 
nor ſuffered to be wreſted from his arm, but at 
the expence of life.” He was then compliment- 
ed by his brother chiefs, on being admitted into 
their order; and the inferior natives, flöcking 
round, called our captain the Engliſh Ru- 
pack!“ This diſtinction is never obtained with- 
out the moſt unequivocal pretenſions to merit, 
in the field, in council, or domeſtic life; and is 
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eſteemed a ſupreme flicit «ta the diſtinguiſhed 
candidate. 


Monday the roth, our old dwellings at the 
cove were cleared, and all the neceſſaries carried 
on board. The wondering natives ſo thronged 
our veſſel, that we were obliged to complain to 
Raa Kook, who got orders from the king, that 
none but Rupacks ſhould go on board; but that 
the multitude might obſerve her, at ſome little 
diſtance from their canoes. As ſoon as the fails 
were bent, we took her to the weſt fide of the 
ifland, and moored her in fix fathom water. An 
immenſe concourſe of natives followed in their 
canoes, hallooing and ſhouting in a moſt joyous 
manner. We had the king's two brothers with 
us, who repeatedly called to their people to be 
minute in obſerving the management of the ſhip; 
as if, at ſome period, they expected to have one 
of their own. After this the captain went on 
ſhore to the king, who was waiting for him at 
Oroolong. Abba Thulle now reſumed the ſub- 
ject of ſending two of his people to England: he 
ſaid, by means of the interpreter, that he had 
the happineſs of being much reſpected by all his 
ſubjects, not only as being ſuperior in rank, but 
in mental capacity; but, finding the knowledge 
he poſſeſſed ſo often degraded by the meaneft of 

| | our 
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our men, he had reſolved to part with his youngeſt 


ſon, Lee Boo, who ſhould, in company with one 


of the Malays, as an attendant, follow the for- 
tunes of Capt. Wilſon, that he might be in- 
ſtructed. in ſuch ſciences as would tend, on his 
return, to advance the proſperity of the people, 
and reflect honour on the regal family, This 
youth, he ſaid, was of a mild, pliable, obliging 
temper, and an enemy to every kind of vice: 
he was under the care of an old man, who lived 
at ſome diſtance ; but had orders to be at Oroo- 
long in the morning. The captain was pleaſed 
at this mark of confidence; and aſſured the king, 
that he would treat his child with as much af- 
fection as if he were his own. Our valued friend 
Raa Kook, it ſeems, had begged leave of his 
brother to accompany us; but his requeſt was 
objected to, (the king's brothers taking prece- 
dence of his ſons in the ſucceſſion) on account 
of his being the next heir to the throne, and a 
penſiveneſs had poſſeſſed him ever fince, which 
ſeemed to increaſe in proportion as our departure 


drew near—ſuch was the magnitude of his eſteem 


for us. A nephew of the king alſo begged the 
like favour; but his uncle anſwered him—** You 
are undutiful to your. aged mother ; and, though 
you have deſerving wives, you uſe them ill. 


Your vile conduct has been publicly expoſed ; 
i and 
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and now you would fly from the reſulting ſhame! 
Stay at home, and reform your conduct.“ The 
weather and the wind being fair this morning, 
Tueſday the 11th, it was determined to ſer fail 
the next day; and this intention being commu- 
nicated to the king, he begged that our captain 
and the officers would dine with him and his 
brothers on ſhore; if we were reſolved that it ſhould 
be the laſt opportunity. We cheerfully complied, 
and after dinner Arra Kooker ſo pathetically 
begged for our favourite dog, of which he had 
become exceſſively fond, that we could not re- 
ſiſt his ſolicitations, though it would prove a 
particular matter of regret among the ſailors. 
But the general's attention was far otherwiſe em- 
ployed : he was already building a ſhip in ima- 
gination; and to realize his defign, wiſhed us to 
leave our launching-ways, ſaying he would go 
to work on the ſame place. The king had laugh- 
ed at the inſignificance of Arra Kooker's requeſt 
of the dog; but the ſubject of ſhip- building 
caught his moſt ſerious attention; it was of na- 
tional importance, and of courſe demanded the 
patronage of a good prince. In the midſt of 
their diſcourſe a battle on board the ſhip between 
two ſailors, called for the preſence of the captain : 
the damage proved of no other conſequence than 
a bloody noſe, which being ſettled, Mr. Wilſon 

again 
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again returned. When the circumſtance was ex- 
plained to the king, he obſerved that there were 
no doubt bad men in all countries. On our parts, 
permiſſion was aſked, and obtained, to hoiſt an 
Engliſn pendant on a tree near the cove, with an 
inſcription as follows, on copper, to be placed 
on another tree adjacent : 


The Honourable 
Engliſh Eaſt India Company's Ship the AxrzLorz, 
Henry Wilſon, Commander, 
Was loſt upon the Reef north of this Iſland, 
In the Night between the gth and roth of Auguſt— 
Who here built a Veſſel, 
And failed from hence the 12th of November 178 3. 


The converſation at this meeting was principally 
confined to the approaching ſeparation. ** When 
you are gone,” expreſſed the king, I much 
dread, alas! that the Artingalls will redouble 
their attempts againſt me; and, deprived of your 
aid, I ſhall probably feel the effects of that anj- 
moſity they have always had towards my people 
——except—you will leave me a few- of your 
muſquets, agreeable to your paſt aſſurances.“ Our 
captain was willing to comply with this requeſt 
inſtantly.; but moſt of the officers, who till had 
apprehenſion, did not ſeem willing to give up the 
arms till the laſt moment, The king perceived 
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this reluctance, and appeared greatly agitated 
that a doubt ſhould be harboured of his fincerity. 
„Why,“ ſaid he, © ſhould you diſtruſt me? I 
never diſtruſted you. If my intentions had been 
hoſtile, you would have known it long ago, being 
entirely in my power : but, on the contrary, you 
have had my utmoſt aſſiſtance; and yet, at the 
very laſt, you ſuſpect me of bad deſigns!” The 
earneſtneſs of his manner ſpoke his feelings more 
forcibly than the preceding words: the ſeverity 
and the truth of his reproach reminded us of our 
late ſcheme to deſtroy him and his family ; we 
found ourſelves guilty of injuſtice, and felt the 
moral truth, that - Virtue will flouriſh in whatever 
ſoil ſhe is implanted. We no longer heſitated, 
but ſent on board for all the arms that could be 
ſpared : the boat returned with five muſquets, 
five cutlafſes, and more than half a barrel of gun- 
powder, with ball and gun-flints, Captain Wilſon 
added his own fowling-piece, which the king con- 
- fidered as a particular favour; and now began to 
forget, or at leaſt to pardon, the cruelty of our 
ſuggeſtions, 


The king's ſecond ſon, Lee Boo, arrived in the 
evening from Pelew, under the care of his elder 
brother : Abba Thulle preſented him to the 


captain, and then to us; he advanced in ſo eaſy 
and 


a: 


and polite a manner, having much good humour 
and forcible expreſſion in his aſpect, that every 
one appeared intereſted in his favour. It now 
getting dark, myſelf, with the other officers, went 
on board, leaving the captain behind, at the king's 
requeſt, Next day Mr. Wilſon informed us, 
that neither he, the King, nor the Rupacks, en- 
joyed much reſt; the affectionate father employ- 
ing the moments in giving advice to his ſon, and 
in recommending him to the care of the captain; 
not, however, from · the fmalleſt fear that he 
would be ill- treated: I would wiſh you,“ ſaid 
he, © to ſhew my ſon every thing that is uſeful, 
and make him an Engliſhman. The fine things 
he will ſee may probably induce him to flip away 
from you, in ſearch of leſs confined gratification ; 
but I beg that you will contrive to calm and 
ſubdue the raſhneſs and impetuoſity of his youth. 
I well know that, from the different countries he 
muſt paſs through, that he will be liable to 
dangers, and even to diſeaſes that we never heard 
of, which may kill him; but I alſo know, that 
death is the common lot, and whether he dies 
with you, or at Pelew, is of no moment. I know 
you are a man of humanity ; and am therefore 
confident, that if my ſon be fick, you wil! look on 
him with Kindneſs. But ſhould that happen, 
which your utmoſt care cannot prevent, Tet it 

not 
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not deter you or your brother, or any of your 
countrymen, from returning; for I ſhall rejoice 
at the fight.” The captain aſſured the king, that 
he might reſt ſatisfied of the care and affection 
with which his ſon would be treated. Beforc 
Mr. Wilſon came on board, he admoniſhed Blan- 
chard (the man who had reſolved to renounce his 
country) as to his conduct among the natives: 
he deſired him to be watchful of the arms and 
ammunition that would be left behind, that they 
might defend themſelves from their enemies; 
he begged him not to go naked, like the natives, 
as it might leſſen his importance with them as 
an Engliſhman, and countenance an evident in- 
decency; and that he might have no excuſe from 
the want of cloaths, all that could be ſpared was 
left him; in order, allo, if he accepted the king's 
offer of wives, he might be enabled to dreſs them 
ſomewhat after his own cuſtoms. The captain 
did not forget to enforce on him the abſolute 
neceſſity of continuing his religious duties, and 
to be particular in keeping the Sunday or Sabbath. 
After this, he was requeſted to aſk any favour 
that might tend to his future comfort ; on which 
he begged to have one of the ſhip's compaſſes, 
and the maſts, fails, and oars belonging to the 


Pinnace, which alſo was intended to be left be- 
hind. 


Wedneſday 


= 


Wedneſday morning early an Engliſh jack was 
hoiſted at the maſt-head of the Oroolong, and a 
ſwivel fired as a ſignal for failing ; which being 
explained to the king, he ordered all the proviſion 
on board, which he had brought for our voyage. 


A great number of canoes ſurrounded the veſſel, 


loaded with preſents, ſo that it was with difficulty 
we could avoid being overſtocked. When we 
were juſt ready for ſea, a boat was ſent on ſhore 
for the captain, who then took Blanchard and the 
men of the boat, into a temporary hut that had 
been erected ; and, making them kneel, offered 
up thankſgivings to that Power who had ſupported 
our fainting ſpirits through ſo many hazards and 
toils, and had at laſt opened to us the door of 
deliverance, He repeated his advice to Blanchard, 
carneſtly begging him not to forget his religion. 
About eight o'clock the captain arrived on 
board ; ſoon after came the king, with his fon 
Lee Boo, and the Rupacks, followed by Blan- 
chard. It being doubtful whether, as our veſſc! 
was heavily loaded with proviſion, ſhe would be 
able to get over the reef, it was determined to 
land the two fix-pounders, and to leave the jolly- 
boat behind. Blanchard now parted from his 
old ſhip-mates with as much compoſure as if they 
were to meet again after a ſhort abſence. In our 
paſſage towards the reef, the veſſel was ſurroundec! 
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by natives in their canoes, who lamented in tears 
that their preſents were not accepted : they held 
them up, crying—* Only this from me- Only 
this from me!” Indeed, their generoſity and af- 
fection were ſo urgent, that we accepted a few 
trifles from the neareſt of them; while the others, 
unable to bear the ſeeming neglect, paddled a 
head, and put their little preſents in the pinnace, 
(in which was Blanchard, having the ſhip in tow) 
not knowing that ſhe was again to return to the 
ſhore. Several canoes went before the veſſel to 
point out the ſafeſt track ; and others were waiting 
at the reef, to ſhew us the deepeſt water: from all 
theſe precautions, which were directed by the 
king, the reef was fortunately cleared without 
any accident. The king now came along-fide, 
and gave Lee Boo his bleſſing, which the youth 
received with great reſpect and tenderneſs: he 
next embraced the captain, in much apparent 
diſtreſs, and then cordially ſhook hands with all 
the officers, crying—** You are happy becauſe 
you are going home, and I am happy becauſe 
you are ſo; but ſtill very unhappy at your going 
away.” Once more renewing his aſſurances of 
regard and good-will, he left the veſſel, and went 
into his canoe. The natives who were to return 
with the king, looked up at us eagerly, with the 
moſt expreſſive countenances, and half diſſolved 

in 


E 


in tears. This proof of delicate ſenſibility, and 
of proved affection, operated ſo ſtrongly on our 
own feelings, that it was with much difficulty we 
ſummoned reſolution enough to give three cheers 
at their final departure. Raa Kook remained, 
with a few of his attendants, to ſee us out of 
danger beyond the reef; but was ſo highly de- 
jected, that the veſſel had gone a great way before 
he thought of ſummoning his canoes to return. 
As he had been our firſt friend, the captain gave 
him a brace of piſtols, and a cartouch-box with 
cartridges : and the moment of ſeparation being 
now come, he appeared ſo much affected, that 
it was ſome time before he could ſpeak ; pointing 
to his heart, he ſaid it was there he felt the 
pain of bidding us adieu. He endeavoured to 
converſe with Lee Boo, his nephew; but being 
unable to proceed, he precipitately went into the 
boat, and giving us an expreſſive glance, as if his 
mind was convulſed, he inſtantly dropped aſtern ; 
and thus terminated our connection with the 
natives of Pelew, after a reſidence among them 
from Sunday the 1oth of Auguſt 1783, to Wed- 
neſday the 12th of November following, 
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BOUT noon the iſland of our late habita- 
tion bore S. E. by E. half E. about four 
leagues diſtance; the latitude being 7 degrees 19 
minutes north, and longitude 134 degrees 40 wi- 
nutes eaſt of Greenwich. We had tolerable wea- 
ther for the firſt two days after our departure. 
Lee Boo, the firſt night, ordered the Malay, his 
ſervant, to bring, the mat on deck, where he 
would repoſe; but a warmer covering was aſter- 
wards provided for him, He wondered not a 
little, the next morning, to find himſelf in the 
midſt of ſea, without any appearance of land. 
Our captain now cloathed him in a ſhirt, waiſt- 
coat, and a pair of trowſers; the latter article he 
continued to wear, being ſenſible of the indeli- 
cacy of his ſituation, but the ſhirt and waiſtcoat 
he folded up, and uſed them as a pillow: when, 
however, we got further to the northward, he 
was glad to be cloathed like us; and ſo nice was 
he then grown, that he would not change his 
ſhirt in the preſence of any perſon. He was at 
firſt very ſick ; but, after being more accuſtomed 
to the motion of the veſlel, his health returned, 
and 


ai 
and he ſeemed perfectly happy. On Saturday 


the 15th of November, we found ourſelves in 


lat. 10 degrees 15 minutes north; the weather 
continuing moderate, though cloudy. A ſmall 
leak was diſcovered in our ſhip; but in other re- 
ſpects ſhe anſwered to the moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tion. Next day prayers were devoutly offered up 
by the crew aſſembled on deck; our hearts were 
too full to forget that we were indebted to God 
for ſo ſignal a deliverance. This day, Lee Boo, 
who with his ſea-fickneſs had loſt his appetite, 
was well enough recovered to eat a flying-fiſh that 
had been caught on board: during his meal, he 


obſerved to his ſervant, © That he was ſure the 


king and all his family muſt have been in much 
affliction at his illneſs ;” though it was not poſhble 
they ſhould know any thing about it.—Monday, 
in re-ſtowing our proviſion and ſtores, it was 
found that the leak was under the end of one of 
the floor-timbers; and it was propoſed to cut it 
away, in order to ſtop it from withinſide: but 
the attempt was judged too hazardous, as, in caſe 
a plank ſhould ſtart, the veſſel would unavoidably 
fink; and the leak itſelf was of no great import, 
as it was eafily kept under by two men at the 
pump. We had diſagreeable weather for ſeveral 
ſucceeding days: on the 25th, early, we diſco- 


vered the Baſhee Iſlands bearing W. N. W. about 
three 
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three leagues diſtance; the wind now changing 
N. we bore away through a paſſage between theſe 
iſlands, and at noon found ourſelves in the China 
ſea, Next day we diſcovered part of the iſland 
of Formoſa, our lat. being 21 deg. 49 min. N. 
Saturday, Nov. 29, we got ſoundings in 25 fa- 
thom water, and ſoon after ſaw the land: we 
ſteered among the iſlands W. and in the evening 
anchored in ten fathoms amongſt ſome Chineſe 
veſſels. Next day a pilot was obtained to con- 
duct our ſhip, between the iſlands, to Macoa; and 
when we got in fight of that place, an Engliſh 
jack was hoiſted at the maſt-head : this being 
ſeen by ſome officers of Portugueſe ſhips, at an- 
chor in the Typa, they ſent their boats to meet 
us, with fruit and provifion, judging that we 
muſt have been an Engliſh crew wrecked, from 
the ſmallneſs of our veſſel. One of theſe boats 
took our. captain on ſhore, where he learnt that 
all the Eaſt India Company's ſupra-cargoes were 
at Canton, and that there was only one Engliſh 
gentleman then at Macoa; who, luckily proved 
to be a particular friend of the captain'ss Mr, 
Wilſon immediately waited on this gentleman, 
who kindly ſympathized in his misfortune, and 
alſo ordered proviſions and other neceſſaries to 
be ſent on board. The captain now forwarded 
letters to Canton, giving an account of the fate 


of 


[ ny 


of the Antelope, and his artival and fituation at 
this place. We learnt that peace was concluded 
in Europe, and that ſome of the Company's 
ſhips were ready to fail from Whampoa for Eng- 
land; intelligence which greatly cheered our ſpi- 
rits,—Lee Boo was greatly aſtoniſhed at the ſize 
of the Portugueſe ſhips in the harbour, exclaim- 
ing, while he viewed them, Clow, clow—muc 
clow—Very large, very large indeed!” 


Monday, the 1ſt of December, Mr. M*In- 
tyre, Capt. Wilſon's friend at Macoa, with a 
Portugueſe gentleman, came on board our ſhip, 
bringing with them ſeveral forts of proviſion 
ready dreſſed; and in the evening they took Lee 


Boo, and all the officers, on ſhore, except Mr. 


Benger, who remained to take care of the veſſel. 
The Portugueſe gentleman took Lee Boo, whom 
he called the New Man, to his houſe ; which be- 
ing the firſt of the kind he had ever ſeen, he 
ſeemed loſt in filent applauſe. When introduced 
to the ladies, his manner was unembarraſſed and 
eaſy; he ſuffered them to examine his hands, 
which were tattooed, and was not a little pleaſed 
at their ſolicitude about him. After ſtaying here 


ſome time, we went to the houſe of the captain's 
friend, and being uſhered into a ſpacious hall, 


lighted up, and a large ſupper table, covered, in 
the 
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the middle, with an elegant ſideboard, Lee Boo 
appeared to be again all wonder and amazement. 
Approaching a large mirror at one. end of the 
room, he ſtarted at beholding a figure reſembling 
himſelf; he looked behind the glaſs, to ſee if 
any perſon was ſtanding there, but finding it cloſe 
to the wall, he was again perplexed : he once 
more viewed himſelf, laughed, drew back, and 
again returned. Indeed, I was not a little ſur- 
prized myſelf at beholding my own face, which 
had undergone a material change for the worſe; 
the hollow eye and the lank look, reminded me 
of the paſt unpleaſing viciſſitudes.— The captain, 
after a day or two, procured a houſe, which be- 
longed to an Engliſh gentleman then at Canton; 
and ſervants and neceſſaries being provided, we 
moſtly refided here, relieving one another from 
the Oroolong occaſionally. — Some of the crew 
purchaſed a ſtring of large glaſs beads, as a pre- 
ſent for Lee Boo; and with which he was ſo de- 
lighted, that he hugged them in tranſports of 
joy: he thought himſelf now poſſeſſed of im- 
menſe riches; and ran to his generous benefaCtor 
to requeſt that he would engage a veſſel, that he 
might convey part of his treaſures home to his 
father; to inform him at what a grand place the 
Engliſh had landed him; and to ſay that he ſhould 


ſhortly ſend more valuables, to be divided among 
his 


=: 


his family : he added, that whoever undertook 
this expedition, ſhould be well paid; for, beſides 
the bounty of his father, he would actually, at 
their return, give them 7zv0 beads! 


Many days had not elapſed before Capt. Wil- 
ſon received letters from the Company's agents at 
Canton, accompanied with warm cloathing for 
the crew, and other neceſſaries, with an order to 
receive what money he thought proper. The 
commanders of the Engliſh ſhips who were ready 
to ſail from that place alſo fignified their willing- 
neſs to accommodate us with a paſſage home. In- 
deed, the Portugueſe commodore at Macoa be- 
ing about te depart for Europe, offered to con- 
vey the captain, and as many of the crew as he 
choſe to take with him, in his ſhip. In fact, the 
kind congratulations and offers of aſſiſtance we 
received here, and alſo from Canton, both from 
our own countrymen and the Portugueſe, af- 
forded occafion for much inward confolation. 


Among other females at Macoa to whom our 
young prince was introduced, were three Eng- 
liſh ladies, waiting for a paſſage to return home, 
having loſt their huſbands; and what appeared 
very remarkable, he ſelected them as the prin- 
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cipal objects of his attention, looking with in- 
difference on thoſe of other nations. The dog 
we left at Pelew being called Sailor, he applied 
that name to every animal with four legs: ſee- 
ing ſome horſes, he called them Clow, or Great 
Sailors. A gentleman, one day, paſſing the win- 
dow on horſeback, he violently ſummoned every 
one in the room to behold the uncommon fight : 
but when he found the tameneſs and uſe of theſe 
animals, he was very anxious to ſend one to his 
uncle the general, ſaying it would be of great 
uſe to him. The Walpole arriving here about 
this time, the captain of her kindly conveyed us 
to Whampoa : but we left the chief mate, and 
four or five men behind, to diſpoſe gf the Oroo- 
long, which they did, after a few days, for ſeven 
hundred Spaniſh dollars, and then joined us here. 
Lee Boo obſerving the chief mate and his people 
about to land, from a window, ran out of the 
room with the ſwiftneſs of an arrow, to the ſhore, 
and immediately ſhook them by their hands with 


a cordiality that greatly intereſted him in their fa- 


vour. Dining at the company's table at the fac- 
tory at Canton, with his patron, he was ſtruck 
on obſerving the attendants behind the gentle- 
men's chairs; and whiſpered the captain, that 
his father lived in a very different manner, be- 


ing 


I. 1 


ing content with a little fiſh, a yam, or a cocoa- 
nut; his plate a leaf, and a fhell his cup; and 
the meal over, he wiped his fingers and mouth 
with a bit of cocoa- nut huſk ; but here, he ob- 
ſerved, was one dainty, and then another with- 
out end, and ſervants to bring freſh plates! He 
dis-liked coffee, but ſaid he would drink it, if 
the captain requeſted him. Seeing one of the 
men drunk, and being told it was occaſioned by 
ſtrong liquors, he ſail he would never touch 
them, as it was not proper drink for gentlemen. 
The great number of ſhops at Canton, the gene- 
ral buſtle, and the various artificers, that attract- 
ed his attention, induced him to declare, that 


there was a Tacalby (that is, tradeſman) for every 
thing. Several gentlemen who were tolerable ' 
proficients at throwing the ſpear, wiſhing to ſee 


a ſpecimen of our young prince's abilities that 
way, aſſembled with this view in the great hall 
of the factory: they fixed up a gauze cage, with 
a painted ſmall bird in the middle of it; when 
Lee Boo taking his ſpear with much unconcern, 
levelled at the object, and ſtruck it through the 
head, to the utter ſurprize of his competitors, 
who could ſcarcely hit the cage. 
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As the time was now near at hand when the 
company's ſhips would fail for England, our cap- 
tain laid before us an account of the produce 
from the Oroolong, and other articles which had 
been ſold ; and giving to every one an equitable 
ſhare, he addreſſed the whole company nearly as 
follows: Gentlemen, the moment being now 
arrived when every one may to advantage follow 
his own inclination, I cannot part with you, with- 
out teſtifying my approbagion at the ſpirited, the 
judicious, and the manly conduct you have pre- 
ſerved, amidſt our trying difficulties ; and be aſ- 
ſured that, on my arrival in England, I will re- 
preſent you to the Company as entitled to their 
particular regard, and I make no doubt but they 
will reward your toils.” If mutual adverſity will 
reconcile the moſt inveterate enemies, ſurely the 
ſufferings of friends muſt rivet a more forcible 
affection; and every one now preſent, I believe, 
felt the weight of the remark, for a tender con- 
cern was manifeſt in every countenance, The 
conduct of Mr. Wilſon had been ſo mild and pru- 
dent, and his example ſo animating, we ſtill wiſh- 
ed him for our commander : but it was not now 
a time for choice; neceſſity and reaſon pointed 
out our courſe. Lee Boo and the captain came 
home in the Morſe, and the ſurgeon in the Laſ- 

celles; 
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celles; while others embarked in different ſhips, 
I reached my native country in the York, Capt. 
Blanchard; and the immenſity of that happineſs 
I experienced in finding an aged mother, and 
two amiable fiſters alive, could only be equalled 
by their ſurprize and their joy at embracing a 
loſt ſon and a loſt brother. 
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CHAP. X. 


INCE I committed the preceding narrative 
to paper, I find that there is now actually a 
ſhip fitting out at Portſmouth deſtined for the 
Pelew iſlands, which are united in a chain, be- 
tween the 5th and gth degree N. lat. and 130 and 
136 E. long. from Greenwich: they are long and 
narrow, circled on the weſt- ſide by a reef of co- 
ral; to which, from our ſtation, we could not 
diſcover any end; and in ſome places extends 
five or fix leagues from the ſhore, When I re- 
flect on the unhappy fate of poor Lee Boo, with 
which perhaps the reader is not unacquainted, 
my mind ranges to the habitation of his father 
AbbaThulle, who on a cord had tied thirty knots,, - 
as a memento that his ſon would return in thirty 

moons, or perhaps a few more, for which he was 
willing to make allowance. Thoſe moons have 
long ſince performed their evolutions; the knots 
are untied ; and yet no gladdening fail hovers 
round Pelew. Lee Boo is dead in reality; and 
though no more even in the tortured imagination 
of his expeCting family, yet the ſight of an Euro- 
pean veſſel, even at this diſtant period, would 
animate 


=. 


animate their hopes, and recal the fondneſs 
of paſt endearments. It will be a long time 
before the Ariel will reach this friendly, this 
hoſpitable ſhore ; when the joy of the king to 
ſee a return of the Engliſh, I fear, will be over- 
clouded by his parental diſappointment : but his 
mind 1s too noble, open, and generous, to en- 
tertain for a moment, a ſuſpicion that Capt. Wil- 
ſon could be guilty of inattention to Lee Boo, 
much leſs of baſeneſs or ingratitude. 


Although I had not an opportunity of ſeeing 
Lee Boo after my arrival in England, I am not 
unacquainted with the - circumſtances till his 
death ; and I hope I ſhall be excuſed giving what 
ſeems neceſſary for the ſatisfaction of the reader. 


When any ſhip paſſed the Morſe, in the courſe 
of their voyage home, Lee Boo was anxious to 
know her name, and other particulars; and on 
being told, would repeat it over frequently to 
himſelf, and, to ſtrengthen his memory, make a 
knot on a line, which he kept for that purpoſe: 
the officers of the Morſe humorouſly remarked, 
when they ſaw him refer to his hempen tablet, 
that he was reading his journal. He was not 
forgetful of the crew of the Oroolong, about 
whom he made frequent enquiries. Early in 


the 
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the voyage, he aſked for a book, that with aſ- 
fiſtance he might learn the Engliſh alphabet, 
which was given him. At St. Helena he was 
ſurprized at the fight of the ſoldiers, and the 
cannon on the fortifications; and four men of war 
arriving during his ſtay there, afforded new mat- 
ter of aſtoniſhment. On being taken to ſee a 
ſchool, he appeared ſo conſcious of his own de- 
ficiency, that he begged he might 1carn like the 
boys. When the Morſe approached the Britiſh 
Channel, the number of ſhips that paſſed, con- 
founded his journal, and he was obliged to diſ- 
continue his memorandums. But on landing at 
Portſmouth, the objects that met his view were 
ſo ſtupendous and grand, he was involved in 
filent aſtoniſhment, aſking no queſtions what- 
ever. The Captain proceeding to London, im- 
patient to ſee his family, left Lee Boo under 
the protection of his brother; who, however, 
ſoon after ſet off in a ſtage-coach, with his inno- 
cent charge. Deſcribing his journey, he ſaid he 
had been put into a little houſe, which horſes 
Tan away with, and that though he went to fleep, 
he did not ſtop travelling. | 


On his arrival in London, he was not a little 
happy to meet with his Mentor, his new father, 


whom he was afraid he had loſt, Being ſhewn 
his 
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kis chamber, he could not conceive the uſe of 
the bed, it being a four- poſt one, and of courſe 
different from what he had ſeen on board: be- 
fore he would repoſe himſelf, he jumped in and 
out of it ſeveral times, to admire its form, and 
intimating, that here there was a houſe for every 
thing ; it was all fine country, fine ſtreets, fine 
coach, and houſe upon houſe up to ſky—tfor the 
huts at Pelew being only one ſtory, he conſidered 
every floor here as a diſtinct houſe. Captain 
Wilſon introduced Lee Boo to ſome of the Eaſt- 
India Directors, and to moſt of his friends; and 
at the ſame time ſhewed him the moſt conſpi- 
cuous public buildings; but his prudent con- 
ductor kept him from ſtage and other exhibitions, 
leſt the heat of the place might communicate the 
ſmall- pox. He was ſent to an academy at Ro- 
therhithe, where he was very aſſiduous in learn- 
ing to read and write; and he ſoon became the 
favourite of all his ſchoolfellows, from his gentle- 
neſs and affability. During the hours of receſs, 
he amuſed his benefactor's family by mimicing 
ſuch peculiarities as he obſerved in the boys at 
ſchool. He ſaid that when he returned to Pelew, 
he would keep an academy himſelf; and he 
imagined the great men of his country would 
think him very wiſe when he ſhewed them their 
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letters. He always called his patron, Captain; 
but he would addreſs Mrs. Wilſon no other- 
wiſe than as Mother, although he was told to the 
contrary ; conceiving it a tender expreſſion. When 
he ſaw the young aſking charity, he was highly 
offended, ſaying they ought to work ; but the 
ſupplications of the old and infirm met his natu- 
ral benevolence—** Muſt give poor old man; 
old man no able to work.” Captain Wilſon, one 
day, happening to rebuke his ſon for ſome tri- 
fling neglect in the preſence of Lee Boo, the 
generous youth was not happy till he had joined 
their hands, which he did with the tears of ſenſi- 
bility ſtreaming from his eyes. He preferred 
riding in a coach to every other conveyance, as 
it allowed people, he ſaid, an opportunity of 
talking together : he was fond of going to church, 
*becauſe he knew it was a religious duty, the 
object and final end being the ſame both at Pelew 
and in England. He was preſent at Lunardi's 
firſt aerial aſcenſion ; and remarked, that it was 
a ridiculous mode of travelling, as it could be 
done ſo much eaſier in a coach. He narrowly 
obſerved all plants and fruit-trees, and faid he 
. ſhould take ſome ſeeds of each to Pelew. In- 
deed, in all his purſuits, he never loſt fight of 


what benefits they might tend to in his own 
| coun- 
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country. But in the midſt of his innnocent re- 
ſearches, juſt as he was getting a quick know- 
ledge of the language, he was taken ill of the 
dreaded ſmall-pox : Doctor Smith immediately 
attended him, who, in the firſt ſtage of the diſ- 
order, predicted the fatal conſequence which 
enſued. He cheerfully took the medicines that 
were adminiſtered ; and willingly diſpenſed with 
the ſight of Mr. Wilſon, when he was told that 
he never had the diſorder, and that it was in- 
fectious. In the midſt of his illneſs, hearing 
that Mrs. Wilſon was confined to her chamber, 
he cried—** What, mother bad Lee Boo get up 
to ſee her!” which he actually did. Mr. Sharp, 
the ſurgeon of -the Antelope, alſo attended him. 
Viewing himſelf in a glafs juſt before his death, 
he turned his head away in diſguſt, at the ap- 
pearance of his face, which was much ſwelled 
and disfigured. Getting worſe, and ſenſible of 
his approaching fate, he fixed his eyes atten- 
fively on Mr. Sharp, and faid—* Good friend, 
when you go to my country, tell my father, that 
Lee Boo take much drink to -make the ſmall- 
pox go away, but he die—that captain and mo- 
ther very kind—all Engliſh very good men—was 
much ſorry he could not tell Abba Thulle the 
great many fine things the Engliſh got.” He 
| S 2 then 
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then enumerated all the preſents he had received, 
which he begged the ſurgeon to diſtribute among 
his friends and the Rupacks. The dying diſ- 
courſe of this child of nature ſo affected the man 
who attended him, that he could not help ſob- 
bing moſt piteouſly, which Lee Boo obſerving, 
aſked—** Why ſhould he cry ſo, becauſe Lee 
Boo die?“ Thinking Mrs. Wilſon's illneſs aroſe 
from his own, he would frequently cry out, ſhe 
being only in an adjoining chamber, Lee Boo 
do well, mother!“ The dreadful moment of ſe- 
paration being now arrived, he told Mr. Sharp 
© that he was going away ;” and yielded his laſt 
breath without apprehenfion, and with that na- 
tive innocence and ſimplicity which had marked 
his every action. The family, the ſervants, and 
thoſe who knew him, could not withhold the 
tears of affectionate regard, when informed of 
the melancholy event; and I ſhould do manifeſt 
injuſtice to my own feelings, if I did not de- 
_ clare, that, at this moment, I am indefatigable 
in, hindering, the like teſtimonies of ſenſibility 
from deluging my paper. The Eaſt-India Com- 
pany ordered Lee Boo to be buried in Rother- 
hithe church- yard, with every poſſible mark of 
reſpect: all who knew him, with the pupils at 
the academy, attended the funeral; and the 

con- 
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"concourſe was otherwiſe ſo great, that it might 


be ſuppoſed his good qualities had been publicly 
proclaimed, inſtead of being privately communi- 
cated. A tomb, with this inſcription was ſoon 
after erected by the Eaſt-India Company: 


To the Memory 
Of Prince Lee Boo, 
A Native of the Pelew or Palos Iſlands 
And Son to Abba Thulle, Rupack or King 
Of the Iſland Coorooraa ; 
Who departed this Life on the 27th of December 1784, 
Aged 20 Years, 
This Stone is inſcribed, 
By the Honourable United Eaſt India Company, 
As a Teſtimony of Eſteem for the humane and kind Treatment 
Afforded by his Father to the Crew of their Ship, 
The Antelope, CArr. WiLsoN, 
Which was wrecked off that Ifland 
In the Night of the gth of Auguſt 1783. 


Stop, Reader, ſtop! Let Nature claim a Tear; 
A Prince of ine, Lee Boo, lies bury'd here. 


This amiable young prince, whoſe reſidence 
here was only five months, conformed himſelf to 
the Engliſh dreſs in every inſtance, except his 
hair, which he continued to wear after the faſhion 
of his own country. He was of a middling ſta- 
ture; and his countenance was ſo expreſſive, that 
it depicted the beſt qualities of a virtuous mind: 

his 
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his eyes were lively and intelligent; and his whole 
manner, gentle and intereſting: he had the natural 
politeneſs of a gentleman, without the drudgery 
af ſtudy, or the obſervance of eſtabliſhed forms 

of ceremony. After his death, it was found that 
he had laid by all the ſeeds or ſtones of fruit he 
had eat after his, arrival, with a view. to plant 
them at Pelew. 


As a communication with the friendly iſles of 
Pelew is about to be renewed, there is every rea- 
ſon to hope that we ſhall yet receive a ſequel to 
ſome of the preceding circumſtances, with fur- 
ther particulars of a race of unenlightened peo- 
ple, whoſe fincerity, and ſtrict adherence to the 
dictates of honour and religion, are at once a diſ- 
grace and a burleſque on the paſfions and purſuits 
of thoſe who conſider themſelves as much yearer 
the ſtandard of perfection. 
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